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Concert in the Protestant Pavilion, World’s Fair, July 23. Rev. C. J. Hobus, pas- - 
tor of the Lutheran Free Church of Brussels, sits to the left of the choir. 


In Oslo Cathedral, 1.—r.: Tour Manager W. D. Kniffel; Gabriel Eikli of Nor- 
wegian Lutheran Mission; Rev. O. Hille of the cathedral; Prof. F. L. Precht; 
Rey. Victor Anderson, Stockholm; and Rev. O. W. Haaje, secretary to Primate 
of Church of Norway, who with Pastor Anderson planned the chorus’ stay in Oslo. 


Professor Precht (left) presents greeting 
from Governor of Illinois to Lord 
Mayor of London, Sir Denis Truscott, 
who received the chorus. 


his summer the Concordia Seminary 

Lutheran Hour Chorus of Spring- 
field, ll., during a six-week tour in 
Europe, gave 31 concerts, attended by 
17,000 people in 12 countries. 

Additional thousands heard record- 
ings the chorus made for the Norwe- 
gian Broadcasting Corporation, Dutch 
Christian Broadcasting Corporation, 
and the Armed Forces Network, which. 
transmitted the “Good News” in song 
to all U.S. servicemen _ stationed 
throughout Europe. 

(Continued on page 6) 


THE COVER — At the Atomium, Brussels Fair, 1—r.: Professor Precht, Delbert Roth, Peter Boesch, 


Norman Schwolert, and Don Unterschultz. 
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i T News of the Church in the World 


OPENING OF MISSION IN GHANA AUTHORIZED 
BY SYNODICAL CONFERENCE CONVENTION 


“Like mice in oxygen” —a British 
playwright’s description of Americans’ 
expenditure of energy in going about 
their business — was a phrase Prof. E. 
C. Kiessling cited as he called upon 
the delegates at the convention of the 
Lutheran Synodical Conference to be 
active Christians. 

“There must be a primacy of sound 
theology in our church. But purity of 
doctrine cannot be an end in itself,” 
said Professor Kiessling of Watertown, 
Wis., as he addressed the meeting in 
Lakewood, Ohio. “Orthodoxy and con- 
fessionalism must serve the end of win- 
ning souls for Christ.” 

The convention, meeting August 4 
to 8 at SS. Peter and Paul (Slovak) 
Lutheran Church, re-elected its entire 
slate of presiding officers. The presi- 
dent, Dr. John S. Bradac, stated that 
the tensions which have disturbed the 
Conference in recent years have largely 
disappeared. 


Matters of Doctrine. The following 
preamble to the report of the Floor 
Committee on Doctrinal Matters was 
adopted: 

It is with deep gratitude to Almighty 
God that we are able to report that 
through the efforts of the Joint Union 
Committee commendable progress has 
been made in the direction of restoring 
mutual trust and understanding among the 
constituent bodies of the Synodical Con- 
ference. This Committee has since Janu- 
ary 1957 met on numerous occasions and 
expended tireless energy in its task of 
reaching out toward unity of doctrine and 
practice in the Synodical Conference. This 
is evident from the “Statement on Scrip- 
ture” adopted by the Joint Union Com- 
mittee of the Synodical Conference. 

After debating several issues, such as 
the nature of the Biblical canon and 
the manner of God’s entry into the his- 
tory of man, the convention accepted 
the “Statement on Scripture” which the 
Conference’s Joint Union Committee 
had drafted. After the Committee has 
studied and acted on recommended 
changes, it will submit the statement 
to the four constituent synods. 

The convention urged the Joint 
Union Committee to continue its work 

of preparing a doctrinal statement that 
will reflect “full agreement in all mat- 
ters of doctrine.” 
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Colleges in the South. Because of un- 
satisfactory conditions on the campus 
of Alabama Lutheran College at Selma, 
relocation was deemed advisable. The 
Conference authorized its Board of 
Trustees to negotiate the purchase of 
a new 60-acre site near the old campus. 

The convention established a Study 
Commission on Ministerial and 
Teacher Training to investigate the ed- 
ucational programs at the Alabama and 
Greensboro, N.C., colleges and report 
its findings and recommendations to 
the next meeting of the Conference. 


Transfer of Colored Missions. The 
Missionary Board has been asked to 
consider taking over five colored mis- 
sion stations from the Alabama Con- 
ference of the American Lutheran 
Church. The convention advised its 
representatives to proceed with caution. 


Growth in Africa. Dr. William H. 
Schweppe reviewed the progress of 
work in Nigeria. About 30 American 
workers and 15 African pastors now 
minister to more than 28,000 baptized 
members. About 9,600 are confirmed. 

The Eket hospital staff has three 
U.S. doctors and three U.S. nurses. 

There are 546 African teachers serv- 
ing in 80 Lutheran elementary schools. 

A new field has been opened in 
Ogoja Province, where some 200 peo- 
ple have been baptized. 


Ghana’s young republic of 5 million 
inhabitants has already opened its capi- 
tal city of Accra to our church. In 
Accra Pastor S. K. Asante awaits the 
advice and help of Dr. Schweppe in 
serving some 40 adult Christians. One 
of these adults, Mr. A. Addy, was re- 
cently elected to the city council of 
Accra. 

“Opportunities in Ghana are just as 
great as they are in Nigeria,” stated 
Dr. Schweppe. The convention urged 
the opening of the Ghana mission as 
soon as possible. 


Representation Debated. Seven ma- 
jor changes in the Proposed Constitu- 
tion and Bylaws of the Synodical Con- 
ference were brought to the attention 
of the convention. Eight minor amend- 
ments were also recommended by the 
Floor Committee on the Constitution. 

The Committee pointed out that 
while the old method of representation 
at conventions gave the Missouri Synod 
157 voting delegates, the Wisconsin 
Synod 51, the Slovak Synod 6, and the 
Norwegian Synod 9, the new method 
proposed that the Missouri Synod be 
given 72 voting delegates, the Wiscon- 
sin Synod 22, the Slovak and the Nor- 
wegian Synods 6 each. Lively debate 
indicated that the reduction was 
deemed by some to be too sharp. 

The convention ratified the Proposed 
Constitution and Bylaws as amended, 
but the matter of synodical representa- 
tion was recommitted to the Constitu- 
tion Committee. A.V. RS: 


L.—,r.: Dr. Karl Kurth, executive secretary, Missionary Board, Synodical Con- 
ference; Rev. Albert Dominick of Board of Control and Rev. P. R. Hunt, faculty 
member, Alabama Lutheran College; and Dr. William H. Schweppe, president, 
Luther Seminary, Obot Idim, Nigeria, at convention in Lakewood. 
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News of the Church in the World 


Field Foundation 
Subsidizes Human 
Relations Workshop 


The 1958 Human Relations Work- 
shop, held this summer at the St. Louis 
seminary, was made possible by a grant 
and scholarships from the Field Foun- 
dation. This is the second consecutive 
year the foundation provided the sub- 
sidy. The purpose of the workshop is 
to aid theologically trained church 
workers in becoming more efficient 
servants of the Lord. 

Sponsored jointly by the seminary 
and the Lutheran Human Relations As- 
sociation of America, of which Dr. 
Andrew Schulze is executive secretary, 
the workshop, under the direction of 
Dr. Martin H. Scharlemann, was con- 
ducted June 23—29. 

Attending from 11 states were 30 
men representing four synodical groups. 

Members of the workshop were di- 
vided into five committees: (1) Patterns 
of Discrimination; (2) The Present Sit- 
uation in the Church; (3) Groups Ac- 
tive in Dealing with Problems of Dis- 
crimination; (4) Scriptural Principles 
Regarding Church Fellowship; and (5) 
Scriptural Principles Regarding the 
Christian’s Responsibility in the Com- 
munity. 

On the program were: Donald Lowe 
of the Federal Housing Authority in 
St. Louis; A. Sweets, editor of the 
St. Louis American; Rev. Alf. M. Kraa- 
bel, secretary of Intercultural Outreach 


of National Lutheran Council; Chester 
Stoval, mayor-appointed head of the 
St. Louis Human Relations Commis- 
sion; Rev. Karl Siegenthaler, discussion 
leader and guide for the St. Louis field 
trip; Prof. Henry Reimann and Dr. 
Erwin L. Lueker of the seminary; and 
Prof. Ross P. Scherer of Valparaiso. 


Iowa East LWML Places 
Books in 16 Colleges 


Each of 16 college and university 
libraries and student centers in eastern 
Iowa will receive 20 selected books, 
published by Concordia Publishing 
House, as gifts from the lowa District 
East of the LWML. 

Chosen to receive the volumes are: 
Iowa State Teachers College, Upper 
Iowa University, Grinnell College, Cen- 
tral College, William Penn College, 
Cornell College, Coe College, Iowa 
Wesleyan, Parson’s College, Iowa State 
University, Dubuque University, Wart- 
burg Seminary, Wartburg College, Lu- 
ther College, St. Paul’s Lutheran Stu- 
dent Center at lowa City, and College 
Hill Lutheran Student Center at Cedar 
Falls. 

Also, three-volume sets of What Lu- 
ther Says (soon to be published) will 
be sent by the women’s organization to 
libraries of the first 11 schools listed. 

A printed notice in each book men- 
tions the source of the gift. 

President Walter D. Oéetting of 


Synod’s Iowa District East arranged 
for the presentation. Cost was $1,506. 


1958 Human Relations Workshop 


First row, l—r.: Rev. Walter Heyne, Detroit; Rev. Alf. M. 


Kraabel, Chicago; Dr. Andrew Schulze, 


Valparaiso, Ind.; Drs. Erwin L. Lueker and Martin H. Scharlemann, St. Louis. 
Second row: Rev. C. J. Curtis, Chicago; Dr. Walter Schlaretzski, Webster Groves, Mo.; Revs. DeWitt 


Robinson and Victor E. Moritz, New Orleans. 


Third row: Rev. Edgar R. Pflug, Detroit; Rev. Thorwald Hansen, Racine, Wis.; Rev. Donald K. 


Schroeder, Hackensack, Minn.; Rey. 
Milwaukee. 


T. G. Van der Bloemen, Walker, Minn.; Edwin Roeske, Jr., 


Fourth row: Revs. William H. Jones, Atlanta; William H. Griffin, Chicago; Christ Adam, Kankakee, 


Ill.; Edward Zacharias, Muskogee, Okla. 


Fifth row: Rev. Karl Thiele, Oklahoma City; Rev. Peter Erickson Chicago; Rey. James Ott 
Omaha; Prof. Ross P. Scherer, Valparaiso; Rey. John E. Ellermann, Fort Walton Beach. i Ein hae 


4 


(388) 


Valpo Guild Adopts 
Landscape Project 


The Valparaiso Guild’s national proj-: 
ect for 1958—59 is the beautification( 
of the grounds in the chapel and library\ 
areas of Valparaiso University. 

The Project Committee announced: 
the landscaping choice at the 27th an-- 
nual national Guild convention, held: 
on the campus, July 11—13. More: 
than 200 members from 12 states at-- 
tended the sessions. 

The $75,000 raised by the women: 
during the past two years has been des- - 
ignated for the Guild or prayer chapel, . 
located on the lower level beneath the: 
chancel of the Memorial Chapel. Fort 
its chapel the Guild chose the name: 
“Gloria Christi Chapel.” 

With six new chapters added in the: 
past year, the Guild now has 113 chap-- 
ters and a membership of 6,735. 

Newly elected officers are: president, , 
Mrs. Roy C. Frank, Chevy Chase, Md.; ; 
first vice-president, Mrs. Frederick< 
D. Schmalz, Minneapolis; second vice-- 
president, Mrs. Cyril M. Wismar,, 
Maple Heights, Ohio; secretary, Miss3 
Ethel Baade, Grand Rapids, Mich.; andi 
treasurer, Miss Charlotte Kirchen, Mil-- 
waukee. 


Caribbean Mission 
Counselor Appointed 


Rev. Robert F. Gussick, pastor off 
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Balboa, . 
Canal Zone, last month accepted the > 
call to become resident counselor for! 
the Caribbean missions of Synod. He? 
will supervise the church’s 40 mission} 
workers in Mexico, Cuba, Central] 
America, and Venezuela. 

“The appointment of a resident mis-- 
sion counselor in the Caribbean is the: 
first step in a larger program developed | 
by the Missouri Synod’s Board for: 
Missions in North and South America, , 
whereby more and more of the admin-- 
istrative responsibility is being trans-- 
ferred to men who actually live and| 
work in the field,’ commented Rev. . 
William H. Hillmer, executive secretary. . 

A native of Milwaukee, Pastor Gus-. 
sick was missionary in Guatemala from | 
1947 to 1956, when he became asso-. 
ciated with Redeemer Congregation. 

The new resident counselor, first to’ 
be named in Synod’s mission program, | 
will assume his duties October 1, with 
temporary headquarters in Panama. 

Pastor and Mrs. Gussick have two 
daughters. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


Century-old St. Paul’s 


Church, Chicago (Dolton), 
Dedicates New Sanctuary 


In its centennial year, St. Paul’s Lu- 
theran Church of Chicago (Dolton) 
dedicated a new house of worship, 
June 15. 

A 26-foot mosaic on the north facade 
depicts “Christ Crucified.” Seldom are 
exterior mosaics seen as far north as 
Chicago because of climatic deterrents. 
Set into the mosaic at St. Paul’s are 
40,000 imported Italian glass pieces, 
called tesserae. 

Above the Vermont marble altar is 
the chancel window, partially overlaid 
with gold and palladium, providing 
a clear view, night and day, of the 
pictures and symbols. 

Three central panels of the chancel 
window portray the birth, crucifixion, 
and resurrection of Christ. Four smaller 
panels to the left picture the four major 
prophets; to the right, the four evan- 
gelists. Beginning at the bottom in the 
small square openings are symbols for 
the Sacraments, Law, and Gospel. On 
either side of the crucifixion panel are 
symbols of the Father and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Rev. Theodore Melinat, pastor since 
the ground breaking for the new edifice 
in March 1957, performed the rite of 
dedication. 

Two former pastors preached in the 
afternoon and evening services: Rev. 
Walter J. Kemnitz of Momence, IIl., 
and Prof. Otto F. Stahlke of the Spring- 
field seminary. Synod’s Vice-President 
Arnold H. Grumm preached in the 
morning service. 

Herman Schlicker of Buffalo de- 
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Chicago (Dolton), Il. 


é 
News of the Church in the World i 


signed and built the organ. The un- 
enclosed instrument, installed in the 
balcony, covers the entire wall opposite 
the chancel. 

More than 2,600 worshipers attended 
the three dedication services. 

This fall the congregation will for- 
mally observe its centennial. 


5,650 Attend St. Louis 
Church Dedication 


More than 5,650 worshipers and 
visitors attended the dedication of 
Grace Lutheran Church and Educa- 
tional Building in St. Louis County, 
Mo., during the last week in June. 

The new church is the fourth house 
of worship for the congregation. Vale- 
dictory services were conducted in the 
old church in Wellston at 8:15 A. M., 
June 29, and the service of dedication 
at the new edifice in the adjacent City 
of Pagedale, at 10 A. M. 

The congregation has 1,300 commu- 
nicants, 514 children in Sunday school, 
and 174 pupils in Concord Lutheran 
School — a consolidated school for 
four neighboring congregations. 

In 1954 a series of meetings was 
planned for Sunday evenings. Every 
family was personally invited to hear 
explanations and surveys of the church’s 
needs and planning. 

On Easter Sunday 1955, at a service 
in the St. Louis seminary field house, 
the congregation laid more than 
$80,000 at the Lord’s altar as a start 
for the new edifice to seat 750 wor- 
shipers. 

Located on an eight-acre suburban 
site, the orange-brick edifice is decked 
with greenish-gray tile. The metal cross 
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Grace Lutheran Church, St. Louis County (Pagedale), Mo. 


on the tower is 100 feet above the 
ground. 

From the console of the three-manual 
Moller organ, designed to follow the 
principles of the Baroque period, the 
Maas chimes and the Schulmerich 
Carillon of 25 bells are played. 

Grace Congregation installed its first 
pastor in 1885, Rev. H. A. E. Schaefer; 
1888, Rev. J.C. Ambacher; 1901, Rev. 
Otto E. Janzow; 1911, Rev. Otto Las- 
kowski; 1914, Rev. Theo. F. Walther, 
who served for 35 years; 1935, Rev. 
Arthur H. Herpolsheimer as assistant 
pastor (he served until 1947); 1948, 
Rev. Kurt W. Biel, the present pastor. 
His two assisting pastors are Dr. Fred- 
eric Niedner and Rey. Robert H. Smith. 


Polish Lutherans Oppose 
LWF Institute 


The Polish National Committee of 
the Lutheran World Federation opposed 
establishment of an institute to study 
Roman Catholic theology. 

The undertaking could not “promote 
better understanding with Catholicism,” 
the committee stated in a lengthy reply 
to a LWF invitation to its member 
churches to comment on the proposal 
and enumerate current problems in con- 
tacts of Polish Lutheran churches with 
Catholicism in their country. Negotia- 
tions on these matters are difficult, the 
committee said, because the church of 
Rome assumes that the Polish Lutheran 
Church, lacking priests and Apostolic 
Succession, is not really a church. 

A decision whether or not the “‘insti- 
tute” should be established will prob- 
ably be made by the LWF executive 
committee at its annual meeting in 
Strasbourg, France, October 27—31. 


SPRINGFIELD CHORUS 


(Continued from page 2) 


Concerts were presented in England 
Scotland, Ireland, Wales, Eire, Norway, 
Sweden, Germany, Austria, France, 
Holland, and Belgium. 

On the British section of the tour, 
Dr. Oswald Hoffmann, Lutheran Hour 
speaker, delivered evangelistic messages 
in connection with the concerts. Fol- 
lowing Dr. Hoffmann’s return to the 
States after the London concert, Rev. 
William D. Kniffel, tour manager and 
pastor of First Lutheran Church in 
Omaha, spoke on some of the programs 
in Scandinavia and Europe. 

Choristers and speakers counseled 
with members of the audience after 
each engagement. 


The attendance at the concert in 
Westminster Central Hall of London 
doubled that of the 1954 concert which 
the Springfielders had given in that me- 
tropolis on their first European tour. 

At St. Ives, Cornwall, where every 
seat of the Guildhall was taken, many 
listeners stood in wings of the stage, 
in dressing rooms beneath the stage, in 
aisles, lobby, and near windows to hear 
the choristers who frequently sing on 
the International Lutheran Hour. 

“Might we request a special favor 
from you?” asked five blind girls after 
the program in Edinburgh, Scotland. 
“Would you be willing to sing “Beauti- 
ful Savior’ for us just once again?” 

In the Royal School for the Blind, 
“lights out” time for resident pupils 
is 10 P. M. Eager to hear the Lutheran 
Hour over Radio Luxembourg at 
11 P. M., these Christian girls listen to 
their wireless under their pillows on 
Saturday nights and faithfully tune in 
“Bringing Christ to the Nations.” 

In Dublin, Eire, 1,600 filled the 
YMCA Hall. 

More surprising than the attendances 
in England and Ireland were the turn- 
outs in Norway, where the Lutheran 
Hour is heard from Voice of Tangier. 


About 50 would come to the concert 
in Bergen, local Norwegian clergymen 
predicted. When the 23 American 
choristers counted only 60 worshipers 
in the morning service at the Bergen 
Cathedral, they were conditioned for 
the prediction of “50.” An attendance 
of 1,000 at the concert that evening 
astonished the clergymen no less than 
the chorus. 

“Expect about 100 to hear your pro- 
gram here in Oslo,” (State) Lutheran 
pastors said. — More than 1,100 lis- 
teners welcomed the chorus for the 
concert in the Oslo Cathedral. Many 
in the audience wore the Lutheran 
Hour lapel pin of the miniature cross. 
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The host of two Springfielders at 
Kungilv, Sweden, asked them to sing 
“A Mighty Fortress,” “Beautiful Sav- 
ior,’ and “Silent Night” 12 times. 

Ambassador and Mrs. Val. Peterson 
entertained the chorus at their resi- 
dence in Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Believed to be one of the first re- 
ligious choral groups from the West 
to sing in the Soviet sector of Berlin, 
the Springfield students sang to 300 in 
Bishop Otto Dibelius’ Marienkirche. 
Deeply touched by the sacred music, 
sobbing men and women, running 
alongside the bus as the choir departed, 
waved handkerchiefs and shouted “God 
bless you” and “Thanks!” Meanwhile 
Communist youths mocked the appre- 
ciative Germans and _ heckled _ the 
Americans, who had been warned not 
to appear energetic in greeting wor- 
shipers following the concert, lest Com- 
munist sympathizers would be present. 

Many listeners after the concert in 
the Marienkirche went directly to the 
choristers and stated how much the 
testimony in song meant to their faith. 


Seven British Army officers traveled 
150 miles from their base near Dues- 
seldorf to hear the choir sing in Frank- 
furt. “On behalf of my party I do want 
to say how very much we enjoyed the 
concert,” writes Maurice Jones, from 
the headquarters of the British Army 
of the Rhine, to Pastor Kniffel. “What 
a rich blessing our experience proved 
to be! The joy our good God has placed 
in your hearts was so apparent in both 
your singing and expression that this is 
a great Christian witness. 

“I was so glad that we were able to 
talk with many of the members of the 
chorus. We all felt this is a wonderful 
ministry.” 

“A beautiful concert and excellent 
performance in my cathedral,” wrote 
Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hanover in the 
seminarians’ memorial book. He also 
praised their “sincerity and precision.” 

In Vienna, Professor Precht said, he 
appeared before one of his most appre- 
ciative audiences in his 18 years of 
choral conducting. After the concert 
an elderly lady “smothered” him with 
kisses for what the chorus’s message 
meant to her. 

The concluding concert was given to 
an overflow audience in the Protestant 
Pavilion at the World’s Fair in Brussels, 
July 23. The Aid Association for Lu- 
therans gave $2,000 to the chorus for 
their Brussels appearance. 

Music critics said in reviews: “Clear, 
international and beautiful harmony, 
and the impressive conducting were 
well received by a large audience.” — 
Hamburg A bendblatt. 

“A resonant, harmonious, and well- 
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disciplined choir. During the entire 
concert there was manifest less of the 
odium of aesthetics and more of the 
intent of proclaiming the Christian 
Gospel through fine music; an excep; 
tional program.” — Hamburg Die Well! 

“Well-planned and well-sung pro: 
gram. A thrilling experience for music 
lovers.” — Augsburg Schwdbische Lan: 
deszeitung. 


“One wonders how the choristers 
maintained the pace of the tour,” writes 
the tour manager. “Several took sick 
because of changing diets, caught coldd 
because of changing climates, lost sleep 
because of four overnight trips iri 
coaches where sleeping was impossible: 
One member ‘keeled over’ during a con. 
cert because of fatigue. But each con. 
cert was presented on schedule anc 
with eagerness to share the Gospel in 
music with others.” 


Briefly Told 


Three Through Luther Film. Three 
of the four men confirmed on July 6 im 
the Sunderland Lutheran Church, Eng 
land, were introduced by the Luther 
film, reports the British Lutheran fon 
June. “Concordia Choir of Springfield.j 
whose 1954 visit ‘discovered’ Sunder~ 
land for the Lutheran Church, holdg: 
successful concert at Seaburn Hall,” 
adds the British paper. 


LHRA President. The Lutheram 
Human Relations Association of Amer- 
ica elected Rev. Clemonce Sabourin off 
Harlem, N. Y., as national presidenti 
at the association’s annual meeting. 


Baby Sitters Bank. In New Zealand 
the Mothers’ Union of an Anglican par- 
ish in Havelock North offers baby sit= 
ters to parishioners, not for cash, butt 
for reciprocal service. When Mrs. Au 
wants a sitter, she phones the “banker,” 
who sends Mrs. Z to sit for three hours.; 
Mrs. A then has an “overdraft,” and 
Mrs. Z a “credit balance” of threes 
hours. Mrs. A will be called, not nee-: 
essarily to Mrs. Z’s home, but by “sit-: 
ting” for someone in the parish. Thes 
system enables husbands and wives tos 
go out together and parishioners to be-: 
come better acquainted. 


Teen-Age Drivers. Deacons’ Car’ 
Club of 13 teen-agers at Calvary (Au-' 
gustana) Lutheran Church in Minneap-: 
olis encourages safe driving and proper 
care of automobiles. The teen-agers are: 
planning a car pool to take elderly and. 
semi-invalid persons to church services: 
this fall. Membership in the club re- 
quires church attendance three out of. 
every four Sundays, auto motors in top: 
running condition, safe brakes, and no: 
illegal accessories. 
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dia. fter 35 Years 


By George Kuechle 


It was my privilege during part of 
February and early March, after an 
absence of 35 years, to visit the India 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, our sis- 
ter church in India. Organized in Jan- 
uary 1958, this group is divided into 
three districts of roughly a hundred 
congregations each. About 30,000 
members are enrolled. 

During my 30-day visit I met 31 
missionaries and most of the 90 pas- 
tors and visited quite a number of the 
congregations and schools. 


Flying in on February 11, by Air 
India from Colombo to ancient “Tri- 
chy,” I was warmly welcomed by my 
cousin, Rev. E. H. Meinzen, dean of 

_our foreign staff, and driven to Kodai- 
Kanal, our delightful hill station, where 
he is in charge. 

Kodai at 6,800’, with its temperate 
climate, a lovely lake, tall eucalypts 
and pines, numerous comfortable cot- 
tages, including our own Loch End 
Compound dominated by the massive 
stone chapel, is still tops with me. All 
too soon the five days allotted for this 
visit passed, including an afternoon 
spent in street preaching and a round 
of golf on a course with sand greens. 

We left at 4 A. M. to catch the early 
Express for Tinnevelly. There Rev. Lu- 
ther M., the elder of the two Meinzen 
sons, welcomed me. 

In 1910 I entered Nagercoil on a 
Sunday morning in a bullock bandy 
which had covered the 51 miles from 
Tinnevelly in 17 hours. This time we 
traveled in a 48 Chevy, at a fair pace 
on a paved road. Two punctures de- 
layed us, necessitating my hopping 
a bus and finally taking a taxi to reach 
the beautiful seminary chapel just in 
time to enter the pulpit for the weekly 
English service on Monday afternoon. 


Pastor Kuechle at the dedication of 
Bethesda Hospital, Ambur, in 1923. 
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The author (seated, left) 
at the Madras chapel 
dedication in 1923. To 
his right: Rev. J. C. 
Harms, Mr. Gnana- 
dickam, Miss Lulu Eller- 
man, Revs. N. Samuel 
and F. Blaess. 


Forty-eight years ago our work in 
Nagercoil covered barely 15 villages. 
Today the Nagercoil District Synod 
numbers close to 8,000 souls in more 
than 100 villages, most of these served 
by Indian pastors, of whom we had 
none before 1921. How grateful we 
ought to be for the seminary in India, 
which is graduating another 12 pastors 
this very month and whose professors 
have taken a leading part in doctrinal 
discussions with other Lutheran and 
Protestant churches. 

Most of our Indian pastors are doing 
efficient work under trying circum- 
stances. India is still the land of vil- 
lages, and life in the villages has 
changed little. Yet some of the villages 
where I started 40 and more years ago, 
are almost 90% Christian. An observer 
can sense and see the changes in the 
faces and demeanor of the people. 

Our men will still be needed for 
many years as teachers and advisers. 
In fact, the Indian Christians want 
them. They even insisted at the con- 
stitution-making meeting that the office 
of General Secretary, the church’s high- 
est position, should be open also to 
Americans. The relations between In- 
dian and foreign personnel are cordial. 


After busy days in Nagercoil I left 
in my third 48 Chevy for Trivandrum, 
garden-city capital of what was for- 
merly Travancore, but today is India’s 
first Communist state, Kerala. I saw 
quite a few red flags, yet Kerala has 
the largest percentage of Christians, 
Syrians, Romans, Protestants, and Lu- 
therans! Then how explain the Com- 
munist regime? The simplest is to say 
that the voters were inspired by false 
hopes based on Communist promises, 
particularly with respect to land ten- 
ure. Life is quite peaceful, although 
there are disturbances by factory work- 
ers and students. 

On the way we visited Alleppey 
which Dr. H. Stallmann of Wittingen, 
Germany, and I reached the first time 
in 1911, after an all-night ride in 
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a vallum (gondola) through the back- 
waters, followed by a day trip in a 


side-wheeler. We drove on to Erna- 
kulam, twin city of Cochin, both num- 
bering over 400,000 inhabitants. This 
is a deep-sea port and quite a manu- 
facturing and educational center, where 
we are also doing mission work. 


A few hours later we found ourselves 
in Malappuram, center of the Moslem 
Moplahs. Here we took part in a con- 
ference of Moslem and Wynaad work- 
ers. This Moslem field, our second, 
was opened by Dr. Henry Nau in 1952, 
after the revival of the original work 
in Vaniyambadi. 

Public relations are good. A mission 
lecture given the previous evening was 
attended by over 1,000 people, and 
when Missionary Otten returned from 
furlough to nearby Wandoor a few 
months ago, he was given a great public 
reception. I was much impressed when 
I met Fatima, our first Moslem con- 
vert in the Vaniyambadi field, who is 
now preparing for the teaching pro- 
fession in the Ambur Training School. 


From Malappuram I started out 
early on February 27 on a long drive 
in a Fiat with my faithful Cleveland 
friend, Herbert Manns, now finishing 
his 30th year in India. We reached 
Bangalore by nightfall. How this fa- 
mous cantonment has grown, since 
and during the last war! I met one of 
the Indian pastors and renewed ac- 
quaintance with the first convert of our 
India field, baptized just 50 years ago 
by Rev. F. Mohn. Both he and his 
wife are septuagenarians. 

That afternoon we drove southeast, 
first to Krishnagiri, cradle of our mis- 
sions (1895), where I lived from 1910 
to 1911, and then on to Bargur, 11 
miles eastwards, where Miss Lulu Eller- 
man got our medical mission under way 
in 1913. Next morning on to Vani- 
yambadi, home of our printing press, 
where we dropped in on another con- 
ference of Moslem workers. 


(Continued on page 19) 


hen the heavens and the earth 
Wires finished, God saw every- 

thing that He had made, and 
in the Maker’s perfect judgment “it was 
very good.” 

All nature was good. Among all the 
creatures, love and friendliness pre- 
vailed. Even the beasts of the field 
were tame, for they reflected the glory 
of God. There were no storms, earth- 
quakes, floods, or fires. Nature served 
God and man. 

The fall of man, however, brought 
a curse upon all nature as well as upon 
mankind. “Cursed is the ground for 
thy sake,” the Lord said to Adam; “in 
sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days 
of thy life.” 

Since this pronouncement in the 
Garden of Eden nature has been hostile 
to man. The physical universe now 
uses its forces to destroy man and 
finally gulps him — earth to earth, 
ashes to ashes, dust to dust. Many 
animals are wild and vicious. Snakes 
are poisonous. Germs inflict disease. 


Before and After 


Before the Fall, man used the powers 
of nature for purposes which God had 
ordained. Nature was in subjection to 
man, willingly submitting to an inferior 
role in God’s plan. Today man presses 
nature into the service of his vanity, 
lust, greed, gluttony, and thirst. Be- 
cause nature cannot prevent this slav- 
ery, it suffers unwillingly, in hope of 
ultimate deliverance. 

The sun must shine on the evil and 
the good, although it would prefer to 
shine only on the good. “If the sun 
could talk,” Luther says, “what stories 
of history it would tell, of murders, in- 
justice, treachery! The soil prefers to 
feed only the good, but now it must 
feed the evil as well. A tyrant may 
wear a crown of gold, a harlot a bou- 
quet of roses and a golden bracelet, to 
serve sin and the devil. Nature cannot 
prevent it but serves unwillingly.” 

Today, uranium, plutonium, and co- 
balt are used to manufacture weapons 
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of destruction; gold, to bribe men, tha 
sweet aroma of flowers, to seduce; tha 
fruitful vine, to distill liquors; tha 
poppy, to provide opium for the drug 
fiend. The hosts of sin, led by Satan 
force nature into his army of evil ana 
destruction. 


Comfort and Hope 


But God did not leave man and na 
ture without hope. Immediately after 
the Fall He promised a Savior, whe 
would deliver man from sin’s curse anc 
punishment. The victory of the 
woman’s Seed would also curb Satan’: 
perversion of nature, for “the creature 
itself also shall be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God.” (Rom. 
8:21) 

Although God’s children are com-+ 
forted by the promise of deliverance. 
they, like nature, must still suffer be- 
cause of sin. Nothing good dwells 
within them; they can will what is right 
but cannot do it. Finally they cry out: 
“O wretched man that I am! Who shalll 
deliver me from the body of this: 
death?” 

Taking a lesson from nature, how- 
ever, Christians suffer in patience. The 
know that if God were to reward them 
according to their iniquities, they wouldk 
deserve only death and damnation. In- 
stead, by the grace of the Lord Jesuss 
Christ, God forgives their sins and 
promises them eternal life. The “suf 
ferings of this present time,” Christians‘ 
know, are not worth comparing with! 
the glory that will be revealed in them., 


Sighings Not in Vain 


Because nature’s longing for relief’ 
is to be fulfilled, Christians can be cer-: 
tain that their sighings for deliverance: 
are not in vain, for they have a direct: 
promise, and the Spirit of God is at. 
work in their hearts, giving them a 
guarantee of eternal glory. “And not 
only they,” St. Paul says, “but ourselves 
also, which have the first fruits of the 
Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 
ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to 
wit, the redemption of our body.” 

This is the Christian’s comfort and 
hope. He waits patiently for deliver- 
ance and redemption. In that hope he 
looks forward to the coming of Christ 
in the clouds, the return of the Savior, 


who has gone to prepare a place for 
all believers. 


By Henry C. Messerli 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


Jesus told —that of the Mote and 

the Beam — He shows up an ugly 
human trait which does untold harm 
to the good name of an endless number 
of men and women; young and old. 
Scripture therefore urges us to keep 
the tongue from evil and the lips that 
they speak no guile. The maligning 
tongue slays more than bodies. The 
malicious tongue destroys reputations 
and characters. 


|" THE ONLY “CARTOON” PARABLE 


Vicious Acts 


By uttering insinuations and _half- 
truths the slaying tongue makes people 
suspicious and distrustful of us. Friends 
are weaned away from us by hints 
and suggestions that we may ‘no longer 
be desirable associates. One of our 
statesmen has called this defamation 
“character assassination.” 

The slaying tongue embitters lives. 
Many find themselves “whipped” by 
unkind words and hurts; they are un- 
able to rise above such assaults and 
face the community which has been fed 
by virulent slander. 

One of the most vicious acts of the 
slaying tongue is its destruction of faith. 
This is done by undermining our belief 
in God and our trust in His over-all 
goodness and guidance. How often we 
Christians are told: “Where is your 
God! What is He doing for you? Why, 
you have more trouble than those who 
pay little attention to His Gospel and 
the church!” 

Or we are made to feel ashamed of 
our faith. We are told that Christianity 
is outmoded; its Gospel too narrow; 
its ethics too repressive, standing in 
the way of fun and pleasure. “Who 
can believe those miracle stories of the 
Old and New Testaments! Intelligent 
and educated people know that much 
of the Bible is Jewish lore and myth.” 

When we hear such scoffing, we 
‘sometimes say to ourselves: “If we want 
to rate with educated and _ college- 
trained people, we better become more 
liberal and modern in our thinking and 
beliefs.” 

Boomerang 


Clearly, then, the tongue can be 
a dangerous weapon. Its assaults make 
it harder for us to go right and stay 
right in our thinking and conduct. The 
slaying tongue often takes some of the 
fine things out of our lives, poisons our 
mind toward others, cools our attitude 
toward our fellow men, and makes us 
indifferent toward God. 

However, the slanderous tongue also 
acts as a boomerang. The Apostle Peter 
says that the tongue makes us deceit- 
ful and robs us of peace of mind. We 
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By Alfred Doerffler 


Then said they, 
“Come, and let us 
smite him 

with the tongue.” 


JER. 18:18 


are afraid of being caught in our un- 
truths and half-truths, or of becoming 
unpopular with the community through 
our gossiping. We become suspicious 
of everyone and uncharitable in our 
judgments of those whom we meet. 
All this destroys nobility of character 
in us. We become witch-hunting snoop- 
ers. 
Antidote 


Is there any antidote for this evil 
practice? In 1 Peter 3:8, 9 the apostle 
gives us three directives. 

First, he prescribes: “Love as breth- 
ren!” Love covers the multitude of sins. 
Love puts the best construction on 
everything. Love walks the extra mile, 
goes out of its way to be helpful and 
useful to people. 

Second, Peter suggests: “Do not ren- 
der evil for evil, or railing for railing.” 
A Christian does not give “tit for 
tat.” Christian love does not avenge. 
By refusing to get even, the Christian 
“heaps fiery coals” on the heads of 
others and makes the  slanderer 
ashamed of himself. 

Third, this disciple of Jesus says: “Be 
pitiful, .be courteous.” The Lord 
charged the prophet Ezekiel to go to 
Israel and “tell them off” for their sins. 
And he went, as he confesses, “in bit- 
terness and in the heat of his spirit.” 
However, the Lord stayed him in his 


“mission and had the prophet sit where 


the people sat. For seven days Ezekiel 
moved among them, saw how they 
lived, the struggles they faced, the prob- 
lems they had, and the temptations they 
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battled. He still delivered the Lord’s 
message, but with a sympathetic and 
understanding heart. 


Right Word 


The right word does wonders. There- 
fore our speech should be creative, con- 
structive, helpful. The encouraging 
word lifts, the cheerful word makes the 
day brighter, the sympathetic word 
brings hope to the disheartened, the 
forgiving word heals. 

Only at the foot of the cross will 
we learn to speak the kindly word and 
conquer this evil of a scampish heart. 
On that Calvary cross we hear our Say- 
ior plead: “Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do!” Only 
through the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit can we grow and stand in this 
grace which was in our Lord Jesus, 
who, as He walked among men, doing 
good, uttered the kindest words ever 
to fall from the lips of man: “Come 
unto Me, all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take My yoke upon you and learn of 
Me, for | am meek and lowly in heart; 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
For My yoke is easy, and My burden 
is light.” 

By His grace we can refrain our 
tongue from blurting out evil and keep 
our lips from speaking guile. If we 
do, our day will be sunnier, our out- 
look saner, and our attitude toward 
others more sympathetic. Above all, 
our mind will be at ease because we 
are at peace with God and man. 


Down the Far Forever 


A surprising piece of history 
adds significance to a cover 


The opening service of the LLL’s 41st convention 
in the picturesque Greek Amphitheatre of the California 
Western University on Point Loma made an attractive 
and interesting cover for the July 29 issue of the WiT- 
NEss. As an etching in clear contrast, the cover picture 
becomes inspiring. 

In 1895 the Grecian amphitheatre, with its graceful 
columns, and two singular, Oriental-domed temples, 
with massive imported carvings, were built in this 
romantic setting of 330 acres to house the academy of 
a pantheistic organization dedicated to “tear Christian- 
ity to tatters.” 

The theosophist Catherine Tingley, founder of the 
organization, has been ushered into eternity. The tem- 
ples have gone up in smoke. The 330 acres were sold 
for taxes. But in this remnant — the Greek Amphi- 
theatre — on June 29, 1958, a banner boldly proclaims: 
“Bringing Christ to the Nations!” 

Surely, “Built on the Rock the church doth stand, 
Even when steeples are falling!” Gazing down the far 
forever, brighter glows that one sweet Name, change- 
less, steadfast, fading never: Jesus, Jesus, still the same! 


Reedsport, Oreg. MARTIN LANKOW 


“Man the Line” 


A common-sense, hold-the-line 
budget has awesome costs 


Nobody wants an unrealistically high budget for 
1959. Nobody wants to see Synod’s debt of $1,500,000 
increase. 

The spending agencies of Synod have been instructed 
to submit “hold-the-line” budgets to the Fiscal Con- 
ference in September. This directive sounds like solid 
common sense. The first impulse of pastors and con- 
gregations toiling to “raise the quota” may be to hail 
the announcement with relief. But before we give free 
rein to our enthusiasm, shouldn’t we count the cost 
of a “hold-the-line” budget? 

This is what it means in just one important aspect 
of our joint witness in the world: under the budget 
which the Board for Missions in Foreign Countries is 
submitting to the Fiscal Conference, the Board will 
be able to send out into a world — whose non-Chris- 
tian population is growing ten times as fast as the Chris- 
tian Church —a grand total’ of exactly four new mis- 
sionaries and their wives. 

Three additional persons — teachers and medical 
personnel — complete the Board’s request for our far- 
flung fields in Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, Formosa, the 
Philippines, India, Ceylon, and New Guinea. 

We have long been praying the Lord to move the 
hearts of seminary students and pastors “to go far hence 
to the Gentiles.” The Lord is answering the prayers. 
A growing number of our seminary students and pas- 
tors recognize the privilege and distinction of serving 
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on the front lines overseas. It is safe to say that there« 
will be a substantial number of devoted men of highl 
academic and spiritual caliber in next year’s graduating; 
classes whose choice would be service in the distant 
harvest fields. But only a fraction of them could ex-: 
pect to receive such calls next spring under a “hold-. 
the-line” budget. Already this year we had more high-- 
quality candidates than calls for overseas missions. 

While it may be well for the remainder to gainr 
experience in the Stateside ministry before proceedings 
abroad, the situation still points up the cost of a com-. 
mon-sense budget: the cost in mission work untouched! 
in missionaries unsent, in the Gospel unheard by peo-- 
ples who do not know Jesus. And this is only one ofi 
the areas of our work for Jesus that is so affected. 

A Fiscal Conference can apportion only such fundss 
as it honestly before God can expect that His peoples 
will actually contribute. The Board of Foreign Missions: 
and all our other Kingdom work together in Christ can-- 
not go forward aggressively in 1959 unless you do your! 
utmost in witnessing to your Savior with your lips, yourt 
life, and your generous gifts. 

Will we have a “hold-the-line” budget or a “‘man-- 
the-line” budget? Will our Board for Foreign Missions: 
get only four new missionaries in 1959? 

The ultimate answer rests with the people and pas-- 
tors of the flock for which Christ died. 


St. Louis, Mo. WILLIAM J. DANKER 


Television Horror 


How many murders do your 
children see on TV each day? 


Everyone who enjoys a good Western on television: 
must feel alarmed at the many horrible acts of brutality, 
and violence that have appeared on the screen in the 
past year. They have become a menace and a destruc- 
tive influence on the lives of children. Juvenile crimes: 
are on the increase in our nation, and court records 
verify that the vivid portrayal of crime-loaded scenes 
has much to do with the upswing. Impulsive youngsters 
may tend to imitate the crimes they see enacted. | 

The greater danger, however, lies in the long-range’ 
effect on children generally. With a TV set in almost 
every home, they have daily opportunity to see assault 
and battery, murder and homicide, either attempted 
or committed. Actors present criminals in an attrac- 
tive manner. Outsmarting the law looks easy. 

Such influence dulls the moral sensitivity of children. 
Every shooting blunts their sensibilities a little bit more. 
Every crack of the gun muffles the voice of God’s Com- 
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COMMENT 


mandment, “Thou shalt not kill.” Human life is not 
considered sacred. It is treated like a paper target. 

To such ill winds of suggestion, children are exposed 
in their formative years. If these patterns do not al- 
ways make children delight in cruelty, they may passively 
accept sadism. Networks, according to reports, are 
planning a substantial increase of crime and horror pro- 
grams for the sake of rating and sponsorship. 

Here is cause for concern. Christian, write your 
local stations and register your protest to TV horror! 

Here is also good reason for imploring God’s con- 
tinued blessing on Synod’s own TV presentation of 
the Gospel — “This Is the Life.” 


Co-existence? 


Tension, names, Communist 
funerals in East Germany 


“We ought to suggest that all our congregations 
include the Christians in the East Zone of Germany 
in their prayers every Sunday.” This was the sugges- 
tion of a member of the Board for European Affairs 


Loose 


A Motorist’s Prayer 

A “Motorist’s Prayer” written by Rev. David J. Quill, 
pastor of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, 
is being widely circulated. Text follows: 

“Lord, impress upon me the great responsibility that 
is mine as I take the wheel of my automobile. As I need 
Thy guidance in all things, so now especially do I when 
I have life and death in my hands. . . 

“Give me always a deep reverence for and a desire 

-to protect human life. When I would be careless, re- 
mind me of the homes where there is sorrow and lone- 
liness, or of hospitals where broken, suffering bodies lie 
in anguish — because someone forgot. Write indelibly 
upon my conscience the fact that each time I take the 
wheel of my car, I am a potential murderer — that in 
a matter of a few careless moments, I could be face to 
face with dire tragedy, for my own family as well as 
Others... . 

“Give me grace to practice the Christian virtues 
of patience and thoughtfulness at all times. Help me 
to show the same courtesy and kindness to other motor- 
ists that I want to expect from them. . 

“When others exceed the speed limit or otherwise 
break the law, let me not be tempted to do the same. 
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after hearing reports on the almost intolerable tension 
between the church and the government. 

When the German Democratic Republic inaugu- 
rated the Jugendweihe, or Youth Dedication Oath, sev- 
eral years ago, it was specifically stated that faith and 
conscience would not be violated. Church people, of 
course, suspected from the start that the observance 
of Jugendweihe on Palm Sunday was to take the place 
of confirmation. Prime Minister Otto Grotewohl, how- 
ever, gave the assurance: “He or she who undergoes 
the Dedication Rite does it of his own free will. He 
or she who prefers confirmation in church may well 
do so.” 

That was several years ago. Then followed sneers, 
threats, and now action. Parents lose their jobs if they 
do not permit their children to be registered for the 
Youth Dedication. Young people are barred from high 
school, college, and university. Many examples of such 
pressure upon parents and children might be adduced. 

This devilish propaganda against the church, the 
Bible, and everything sacred, takes on many forms. 
Baptism is to be replaced by a “name-giving” cere- 
mony, with sponsors who promise to bring up the child 
in the spirit of “peace, class-consciousness, and social- 
ism.” A mayor of an East Zone city gave a gratuity 
to all parents who used the “name-giving” ceremony. 

Marriage, too, has been secularized. Even funerals 
with an antiresurrection address are becoming common. 
A Communist newspaper advertised five secular orators 
whose services were available for eulogizing the dead. 
This insures that “the last phase of human life — the 
leaving of society through death — will be given a dig- 
nified form.” 

Pray for all Christians behind the Iron Curtain! 


Leaves 


Forgive my stupidity if ever I think it is perfectly per- 
missible to violate traffic laws, so long as I do not get 
caught. Remind me often that I am responsible to Thee 
as to the state to obey the ordinances of the highway; 
and when I do not, I sin against Thee as well as against 
my fellowmen, even though no one else may be watching 
and no accident may result... . 

“Lord, grant me control of my car and myself at 
all times. Help me to live lawfully and peaceably, to 
save life and not destroy it, and so by example lead 
others to do the same. Amen.” — Lutheran Companion 


They Need Prayer 


Pray for your clergy; don’t pray at them, pray for 
them. You have a right to expect moral and spiritual 


. leadership from them, but has it ever occurred to you 


that they are human, often lonely, often defeated, often 
overworked, sometimes over their depth? They don’t 
need criticism as much as they need understanding and 
support and prayer. I don’t believe that any minister 
who is truly prayed for by even one small dedicated 
group in his parish will either fail his people or fail 
his Lord. — Helen Smith Shoemaker, in Power Through 
Prayer Groups, Fleming H. Revell Co. 


(395) 11 


MILLIONS HEAR THE GOSPEL 
EVERY WEEK THROUGH 


Our church, pioneer in religious television, 
continues to lead the way in using this 
modern miracle for Christ 


GOD HAS RICHLY BLESSED US 


In October our church will begin its 
seventh season of “This Is the Life.” What 
started as a venture of faith in 1951 has 
been blessed beyond the most optimistic 
expectations. 

From a handful of stations just a few 
years ago, “This Is the Life” has grown 
to a “network” of 310 outlets — in the 
United States, Canada, Alaska, Hawaii, 
the Philippines, Australia, and Puerto Rico 
—and is sent over closed circuits to our 
Armed Forces throughout the world. 

Available to 98% of the TV homes in 
the U.S. A., “This Is the Life” has a view- 
ing audience estimated at approximately 
ten million weekly. More than a million 
interested viewers have written to the pro- 
gram. To God alone be glory! 


yi) 
foe ge A Favorite with Children 


n~ - ; 
\ <a Since television has become the : 


a story. } é rae 

“We teen-agers in Illinois have special gratitude ~ 
your wonderful program,” writes a group of young peop 
“We sincerely hope other kids watch it and will send 
the booklet.” — “I am 12 years old. I would like for } 
to send a copy of ‘The Life for You’ so I can get - 
parents interested in going to church.” — 

“I am 12% years old. I don’t know if I am saved or n 
Won't you help me?” — “I am 13 and I have polio. I1 
your program and watch it every week.” 


ON 
310 STATIONS 
EVERY WEEK 


AMONG THE 
WORLD’S MOST 
TELECAST 
PROGRAMS 


A WEEKLY 
AUDIENCE 
ESTIMATED AT 
TEN MILLION 


In Prisons and Hospitals 


bis Television breaks through prison ba 

q A prison chaplain writes: “Thanks f 

sending me the name of Mr. X. He 

now attending my services here at the prison regularly. Yo 

program is the greatest evangelistic movement ever to | 
this place.” 

Nor do hospital walls prove an obstacle to “This Is t 
Life.” A hospital patient writes: “I thank God for the | 
ness which brought me into contact with your progra 
They put a television set into my room, and yours was 0 
of the first programs I saw. You'll never know what 
meant to me, lying there.” 

On Judgment Day, Christ ‘will say: “I was sick, and 
visited Me. I was in prison, and ye came unto Me” (Mz 
25:36). You are visiting the sick and the imprisoned throu 
your support of “This Is the Life.” 


The Aged Enjoy It 


The aged and the infirm confined 
to their home find “This Is the Life” 
. = a most welcome visitor. “You ‘have’ no 
ea, writes an elderly person in an inaccessible spot in 
ew Mexico, “how much good your Lutheran programs 
1 Saturday afternoon have done for me and countless 
hers. I’m old and ill, and my earning capacity is low, but 
€ encouragement I have felt as a result of your program 
beyond belief, and I humbly thank you.” 

“I am an old person. Don’t get out much any more. 
can’t tell you what a comfort it is to have your program 
re 1 My room every week. It makes such a difference.” 
- What an opportunity for our church to take advantage 
_television’s “everywhereness” and visit the aged and the 
firm in their solitude! 


| ee Sincere Seekers Encouraged 

Se Many who are in search of the truth 

i. Y are reached by our television ministry. 
12, tra From a long, intelligently written letter 


> quote snatches: 

“fT am a member of a fraternity whose principal tenets 
> the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man.... 
stening to your program this morning, I became aware 
at just doing the best I can is not enough to bring me to 
9d and to His undeserved kindness. . . . Please send me 
> booklet you offered. ... If you have other books ex- 
4ining the tenets of the Lutheran Church, I would appre- 
ite them also.” 

The booklet was sent. Other literature was recommended. 
id a nearby pastor was directed to the earnest inquirer. 
wus hundreds of sincere seekers are being brought into 
uch with our local parishes. 


Bah Families Are Helped 


ip @ In many cases families look at ‘This 

S| Is the Life” together. “We watch your 
program together,” writes a woman in 
Oregon. “My husband was never interested in religious 
programs until we found yours. He thinks there should be 
more programs like yours on TV.” —‘“My husband and 
I were drifting apart,” writes a Michigan housewife, “but 
your program has drawn us closer together again. It helped 
both of us to see our mistakes. Thanks a million.” 

“Because of your program, my husband went to church 
last Sunday for the first time in many, many years.” — “As 
a result of your program, things are becoming different in 
our family. We want to thank you. We watch it every 
week.” 


AVAILABLE 
TO 98% 
OF AMERICA’S 
T-V HOMES 


ON THE AIR 
EVERY WEEK 
FOR 
SIX YEARS 


MORE THAN 
A MILLION 
LETTERS 
RECEIVED 


Lives Reclaimed for Christ 


Through the more than a million 
booklets which have been mailed to 
viewers, many have been brought to faith 
in the Savior. A 61-year-old man, dying of cancer, writes: 

“I had drifted away, not only from church, but also 
from God. ... I have been following your TV program 
for about five months, and about two months ago I wrote 
for your booklet ‘The Life for You.’ This little book gave 
me exactly what I needed. ... I feel that I have been re- 
born spiritually and have received a peace of mind and heart 
which enables me to sleep at night and to enjoy each new 
day of grace.” 

And so, day after day our church is reaching out and 
is “casting its net into the deep” through the richly blessed 
ministry of “This Is the Life.” 


NAGERCOIL SEMINARY 
Helps Build the Church in 


= 


Women’s Class, Nagercoil Seminary, 1957—58 


Sndia 


Front row: Rev. B. H. Jackayya, Charles Moses, Dr. M. L. Kretzmann, Dr. R. M. Zorn, Rev. H. M. Zorn, Rev. M. Philip. 


Middle row: Mmes. K. P. Samraj, N. Thankiah, A. Paramadhas, G. J. Gurusamy, L. 


sesha Raj, K. M. Chelliah, K. Suseelan. 2 : 
Top row: Mmes. M. M. Jacob, J. Dharmakkan, M. Jacob, B. H. Samuel, P. Norbert, J. Christudas, K. Jacob, J. K. David, 


S. Daniel. 


of Concordia Theological Semi- 
nary, Nagercoil, India, were 
awarded the seminary diploma at grad- 
uation this year, and 21 members of the 
one-year teachers’ Bible course received 
the certificate of fitness for teaching. 
At commencement exercises on 
March 14, 1958, Rev. Meinert H. 
Grumm, chairman of the Board for 
Theological Training in the Lutheran 
ministry in India, spoke on the text 
from Jer. 23:28 — RSV: “Let him who 
has My Word speak My Word faith- 
fully.” The academic year had started 
on June 26, 1957. 
The exercises brought to a close the 
Nagercoil seminary’s 33rd year of serv- 
ice to the church. 
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Toc members of the senior class 


The Wife of the Indian Pastor 


For the first time in the history of 
the seminary a class picture of the 
women was included in the official 
photography. Married students’ wives 
attended two lecture periods each week. 
The women attended Rev. M. Philip’s 
course in Acts of the Apostles and Rev. 
B. H. Jackayya’s course, ‘““The Pastor’s 
Wife.” 


Field Work Among Moslems 


Pastor Jackayya, president of the 
India Ev. Lutheran Church, directs the 
practical field work program through- 
out the year. Ten groups of students 
work in 10 nearby centers. Four groups 
work among Moslems in various areas. 
Added to the program this year are 
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. Raj, P. G. Kunjukunju, G. Suvi- 


three new centers. One group also vis- 
its patients in the local hospital. 

First and second-year pastors’ classes 
gain valuable experience in congrega- 
tions and evangelistic work. 

The groups usually go out on Friday 
afternoons. Personal evangelism and 
preaching with flannelgraph pictures are 
the methods generally employed. The 
flannelgraph is used mainly among 
Moslems. Tracts are distributed and 
Gospel portions sold. 

Seniors, who lead the groups, meet 
periodically with the Gospel Work 
Committee (which, in the U.S., com- 
pares with the mission board) of the 
student association, report on the work. 
and discuss problems. Field worker: 
among the Moslems meet separately. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES: 


Nagercoil, India, Faculty and 
Pastor Graduates, 1957—1958 


Front row: Rey. M. Philip, Rev. H. M. Zorn, Dr. 
R. M. Zorn, Dr. M. L. Kretzmann, Charles Moses, 
Rey. B. H. Jackayya. 

Center row: K. P. Samraj, N. Thankiah, K. M. 
Chelliah, A. Paramadhas, S. Suviseshamuthu, J 
Christudas. 

Top row: S. Daniel, P. G. Kunjukunju, G. Su- 
visesha Raj, L. A. Raj, K. Jacob, M. Jacob. 


Teachers’ Class, 1957—58, 
Nagercoil Seminary 


Front row: Rev. M. Philip, Rev. H. M. Zorn, Dr. 
R. M. Zorn, Dr. M. L. Kretzmann, Charles Moses, 
Rev. B. H. Jackayya. 

Second row: G. Ramakrishnan, B. Bagavathi, 
S. Monickadhas, S. Selvaratnam, P. Rajiah, V. 
Duraisamy, S. Udaiyar, H. Justus. 

Third row: T. Ellappan Jesudhas, D. Joshua, S. 
Dhason, S. Vimalan Raj, N. Victor, D. Andrew 
Nesiah, P. Gilbert. 

Fourth row: S. John Peters, V. Israel, C. Daniel, 
D. Chellappan, M. Thanka Raj, N. Bhaskaran. 


The superintendent of the local jail 
last August asked that a pastor give 
moral instruction to prisoners. Presi- 
dent Jackayya visited from 40 to 70 
prisoners every Saturday. One fourth 
of the prisoners classify themselves as 
Christians. This is a new field for the 
‘church in India; much has to be learned 
concerning the method of approaching 
the prisoners and the subjects to be 
treated. Suggesting that the IELC 
should give more than instruction, 
President Jackayya has asked whether 
it is possible for the church to rehabili- 
tate several of the habitual criminals 
and try to make them useful citizens 
of India. 


LWML Helps in Building Program 


A generous grant from the Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League of North- 
ern Illinois enabled the IELC to begin 
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work on additional seminary buildings. 
One will contain a classroom large 
enough to accommodate 35 students 
and house a periodical room. The other 
unit will be used for audio-visual aid 
training, music, and other programs. 
A $2,500 grant from the Missouri 
Synod will enlarge the dormitory to 
provide room for 12 more students, 
kitchen and dining facilities, and will 
start construction of a student chapel. 
Through another synodical grant, 
four acres of land were added to the 
seminary site for a staff house. 


Staff and Extra-Seminary Work 


The faculty members and the areas 
of their work at the Nagercoil seminary 
are: 

Dr. M. L. Kretzmann,_ president; 
Old Testament, Systematic Theology, 
World Religions, Worship, Pastoralia. 
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Dr. R. M. Zorn, dean; Greek, New 
Testament. 

Rev. H. M. Zorn, secretary; Old 
Testament, Church History, Symbolics. 

IELC President Jackayya, Old Testa- 
ment, New Testament, Isagogics, World 
Religion, Worship, Women’s Classes. 

Rev. M. Philip, New Testament, 
Doctrine, Pastoralia, Homiletics, Wom- 
en’s Classes. 

Charles Moses, Music. 

The theological quarterly in Tamil 
and Malayalam, Christuva Siddhanta 
Deepikai, published by the seminary 
staff, is now in its ninth volume. It has 
400 subscribers. 

With the help of senior students, 
Rev. H. M. Zorn has supplied sermons 
and devotional literature to members 
of the church who cannot attend pub- 
lic worship. 
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™ Pro phets | 


The Plumb Line 


Amos 7:8: “J will set a plumb line : 
in the midst of My people Israel.” 


“Mom, I want to get my new clothes. 7 
I want to buy my note- 


for school! 
books, pencils, and erasers! I want to — 
be all ready when the first bell rings.” 

These familiar words are heard fre- _ 
quently during the closing weeks of 
August, when the back-to-school move- 
ment is on. 

In other lands, other signs indicate 
that the summer is far advanced. In 
Palestine the plumb line used to be 


| 


i LR a nia eae 


a very common sight late in August. _ 
August was the off season for the _ 


_ farmer there. 
wheat and barley in June. He was wait- 


He had harvested his _ 


ing for the fig and olive harvest in Sep- _ 


_ tember. What did he do in the mean- 
_ time? He fixed his fences. 


But his fences were not made ot 
_ barbed wire. They consisted of stone © 


_ Walls. 
_ fences he needed a plumb line. 


And so in repairing his wall- 4 


__ As the prophet Amos walked through 


_ the countryside, he saw a farmer work- 


_ ing with such a plumb line. Then the | 


_ Lord let Amos see a special meaning 


_ in the plumb line. Its straightness and _ 


_ evenness symbolized the strict judgment 

_ that God was going to execute upon © 
| Israel. 

He could not permit His people to 
cut any corners, to omit a command- 

_ ment here, to add a precept there. He 


_ could not be expected to give trespass- 


ers the benefit of the doubt, to over- 
look this infraction, to wink at that 
favorite vice. 

God is just as strict today. Who- 
ever falls down and worships the golden 
calves of power and pride and _ pres- 
tige, whoever lets himself be weaned 
away from the true God by the lust 
of his flesh and the cares of this world, 
will be called to account and vigorously 
prosecuted. 

God’s judgment must follow a path 
as straight as the plumb line when it - 
is invoked upon our wrongdoing. But 
thanks to the heavenly Father, His 
_ judgment did follow that straight line 
_ when it was visited upon Jesus. 

__ This is the only hope for our uneven 
lives today. Accept this hope in Christ. 
Be made straight through Him. 


ALFRED VON ROHR SAUER 
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The Office of the Word 


with us, not against us, as He must be 


A climactic part of the Lutheran 
Liturgy follows the Gloria in Excelsis. 
Because it includes the Scripture Read- 
ings and the Sermon, it is known as “the 
Office of the Word.” The relationship 
of this part of the liturgy to what pre- 
cedes has been stated as follows: “In 
this part we have, through the admin- 
istration of the Divine Word, the actual 
bestowal of the grace which, in the first 
part, has been announced in the Introit, 
invoked in the Kyrie, and celebrated in 
the Gloria in Excelsis.” 


The Salutation and Its Response 


The Office of the Word begins with 
the Salutation “The Lord be with you” 
and its Response “And with thy spirit.” 

The Salutation may be traced to Ruth 
2:4, where Boaz greeted the reapers on 
his field with the words: “The Lord be 
with you.” It is possible that Boaz 
thereby used a greeting of his day, just 
as we greet people with “Good morn- 
ing” and “Good evening.” Using Boaz’s 
greeting, St. Paul said, “The Lord be 
with you all” in the closing verses of 
his Second Epistle to the Thessalonians. 

The reply “And with thy spirit” has 
its source in 2 Tim. 4:22, where St. Paul 
says: “The Lord Jesus Christ be with 
thy spirit. Grace be with you. Amen.” 
As we do repeatedly in our worship, we 
here link up the New Testament with 
the Old. Each is dependent upon the 
other for its full meaning. 


The Pastor’s Use of the Salutation 


The closely knit Salutation and its 
Response give expression to the beau- 
tiful relationship which exists between 
minister and people, between shepherd 
and flock. “The Lord be with you” in- 
dicates that the pastor is deeply con- 
cerned about the members of his parish. 
Knowing that we cannot of our own 
reason and strength believe in Jesus 
Christ or come to Him, he says in 
effect: “The Lord be with you through- 
out this Office of the Word. The Lord 
grant that you listen intently and de- 
voutly to the Epistle, to the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, and to the Sermon of 
the day.” 


The pastor repeats these words later, 
shortly before we receive Holy Com- 
munion, and thus prays that God be 
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against the unworthy communicantt 
The pastor speaks these words again 
after Holy Communion has been re~ 
ceived, and asks that God be with us 
as we leave the church service to go tog 
our homes and, on the following days, 
to our work. 


The Congregation’s Response 


The Christian congregation, in turn,| 
is concerned about its pastor. In reply-’ 
ing to his Salutation, the congregation: 
says: “God be with your spirit; may Heg 
grant that you read and preach theg 
Word not only with your lips, but also 
with your heart and with inward, spirit- 
ual conviction.” 


Repeated Before and After 
the Communion 


Later, before receiving the Holy Sac-- 
rament, the congregation repeats “Andi 
with thy spirit” and thereby expresses § 
the hope and desire that its pastor truly 
believe that the consecrated bread and! 
wine are also the true body and blood! 
of our Lord and that together with) 
them he gives to us forgiveness of sins, , 
life, and salvation. After Holy Com-. 
munion, when, for the third time the: 
people respond to the pastor’s Saluta- 
tion, saying “And with thy spirit,” they ' 
pray that their pastor, while discharging | 
his daily duties as their pastor, do so' 
not only dutifully but also with a spirit 
of consecration. 


Both Are Meaningful 


The Salutation and its Response are 
not to be spoken thoughtlessly. They 
are too meaningful and sacred for care- 
less use. Some say that our liturgy is 
not meaningful. That the fault lies not 
with the liturgy itself, but with us and 
our sinful flesh, may be seen from the 
indifference with which we so often 
speak very simple and yet very meaty 
expressions like the Salutation and its 
Response. 

Both warn against mere outward 
formalism and ceremonialism; in both 
we express the desire that all, pastors 
and people, dedicate themselves wholly 
to the God whom we worship in 
thought, word, and deed. 


WALTER E. BUSZIN 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


What's the 
ANSWER? 


@ Church membership — election factor? 


@® Declaration of forgiveness — necessary? 


@ Life insurance — sinful? 


® Divorce — ever permitted? 
Question: If an inexperi- 
enced member of our church 


and a capable member of 
another church were candidates for 


a high political office, for which of 
the two should one vote? 


Answer: Church membership is not 
the decisive factor in making a politi- 
cal choice. Because even the most con- 
secrated Christian could be an inept 
administrator and executive, a candi- 
date’s religious affiliation should not 
come into consideration in a political 
election unless he owed allegiance to 
a foreign power or showed undue 
favor to his own church over against 
other churches. A citizen in our na- 
tron enjoys the privilege of believing 
and worshiping as he pleases, unless 
the exercise of his religion brings him 
into conflict with the rights and priv- 
ileges of other citizens. All things being 
equal, common sense would dictate that 
we vote for the best-qualified candidate. 
pastors the authority to say, 

“= “I forgive you all your sins”? 
Is it not enough that a believer con- 
fess his sins to God directly and be- 


lieve in His forgiveness, as when 
praying the Fifth Petition daily? 


Question: Have our Lutheran 


Answer: God has not directed Chris- 
tian pastors to pronounce absolution in 
precisely the form which is in use 
among us; yet He has most certainly 
authorized them to do so when He said: 
“Whosesoever sins ye remit, they are 
remitted unto them” (John 20:22, 23). 
These words, spoken originally to the 
Eleven and those that were with them 
(Luke 24:33), were not meant for Peter 
only (Matt. 16:18), as the text from 
Luke proves. In fact, they were meant 
for the entire congregation (Matt. 18: 
17,18). The Office of the Keys is 
a church power; hence the pastor does 
not pronounce absolution in his own 
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right, but “in the stead and by the com- 
mand of my Lord Jesus Christ” and 
by the authority vested in him by his 
congregation through a divine call. 

The purpose in using this form of 
absolution is to make more direct and 
personal the absolution that is spoken 
when the pastor preaches Christ cruci- 
fied or when any believer testifies of 
Him. Whoever believes that preaching 
and testimony is forgiven. Yet it is 
most comforting and reassuring to hear 
those soul-soothing words “I forgive 
you your sins” spoken by a spokesman 
for Christ, as it was for the palsied man 
whom Christ personally absolved (Matt. 
9:2). The absolution does just a bit 
more to bring peace and rest to a sin- 
distressed soul. 


>) Question: May a Christian 
f with a good conscience carry 
life insurance? 


Answer: Any type of insurance, 
whether life, health, property, or other 
material goods, may be used, but not 
abused (1 Cor. 7:31). Like a savings 
account, life insurance may be viewed 
as laying aside resources against future 
needs and strains, either for one’s own 
use (endowment) or for one’s survivors. 

Essentially it is a system, based on 
the agreement of the participants, that 
from the funds accumulated through 
certain regular contributions of the par- 
ticipants, each one may in time receive 
a sum, the amount of which is deter- 
mined by the size of the contributions. 
Against this arrangement, if honestly 
and fairly carried out, there can hardly 
be an objection. It differs little in 
theory from the establishment of police 
and fire protection by the citizens of 
a community, or the building and main- 
tenance of hospitals and sanatoria, or, 
on a larger scale, our Armed Forces to 
safeguard ourselves against aggression 
and destruction of life, limb, and prop- 
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erty. Not all citizens pay like amounts, 
nor do they receive like benefits. 
On the other hand, an insurance 


policy can become our idol. If one 
bases his security on the possession of 
a generous policy, he is robbing God of 
His honor, and might well ponder 
Christ’s earnest parable (Luke 12: 
15-21). And if one insures so heavily 
as to make impossible the discharge of 
his Christian duty toward church, mis- 
sion, and charity, also his own family, 
he has made himself the willing slave 
of Mammon, who will pay him a fright- 
ful wage (Matt. 6:19-21; 1 Tim. 6:6-10). 


oD J Question: May a Christian 
® ever sue for divorce? 


Answer: Yes, under certain circum- 
stances he may. Our Lord, who as- 
serted that man should not put asunder 
what God has joined together (Matt. 
19:6), also stated: “Whosoever shall 
put away his wife, except it be for for- 
nication, and shall marry another, com- 
mitteth adultery.” (Matt. 19:9) 

In these words Jesus acknowledges 
one valid ground for putting away one’s 
spouse: “fornication” — sexual  rela- 
tions with a person other than one’s 
spouse — provided guilt is established. 
Then legal divorce may follow. 

However, the injured spouse is not 
compelled to put away the guilty 
spouse, but may continue the marriage 
if there is true repentance. That is 
often advisable, especially when there 
are young children. It is quite possible 
that this shocking experience plus the 
forgiving attitude of the injured spouse 
will have a lasting effect for good on 
the offender and will result in better 
understanding and a happier married 
life. Yet the decision whether or not 
to end the marriage rests entirely with 
the injured party. Our church has al- 
ways understood Christ’s statement 
thus. O. E. SOHN 


17 


26th 


Lutheran Hour 
Season Opens 
September 21 
In Detroit 


Sunday, September 21, will mark the 
opening of the 26th season of Lutheran 
Hour broadcasting. The event will be 
observed with a special Lutheran Hour 
rally in Detroit, where the program 
got its “second start” in 1935, after 
being suspended in the early 30’s be- 
cause of network regulations and finan- 
cial difficulties. 

The rally will be held in the Ford 
Auditorium of Detroit’s downtown 
Civic Center at 3 P.M. Dr. Oswald 
Hoffmann will be the speaker. 


General chairman of the rally com- 
mittee is Wallace Fleming. Subcom- 
mittee chairmen include: Walter Bohn, 
arrangements; Harold Meinke, finance; 
William Fenske, hospitality; Arthur 
Brandt, publicity; Gerald List, music; 
and Arthur Wendt, attendance. Mem- 
bers of the Valparaiso University Wom- 
en’s Guild will serve as hostesses. 

A 30-minute hymn sing, under the 
direction of Mr. List, will precede the 
rally. The Parade of Nations will be 
narrated by Dr. Eugene R. Bertermann, 
director of overseas operations for the 
Gospel broadcast. . 

A massed adult chorus, the choirs 
of East and West Detroit Lutheran 
High Schools, and the Detroit Lutheran 
Choralaires, all under the direction of 
Mr. List, will sing. 

On Monday, September 22, Drs. 
Hoffmann and Bertermann will address 
a Detroit Lutheran Pastoral Conference 
luncheon sponsored by the Michigan 
Southeast LLL District. 


Dr. Hoffmann, who will return to his 
radio pulpit after a ten-week absence, 
on September 28 will begin his third 
season of Lutheran Hour broadcasting. 
This summer he accompanied the Lu- 
theran Hour Chorus of Concordia 
Seminary, Springfield, Ill., on an evan- 
gelistic concert tour of the British Isles. 

In his absence the Lutheran Hour 
sermons were delivered by Rey. Armin 
C. Oldsen, Fort Wayne, who served as 
regular Lutheran Hour speaker from 
1952 to 1955. 

“During the past season The Lutheran 
Hour, under God’s blessing, has made 
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Participating in and attending Aquatennial Religious Service, Minneapolis, July 27, 
l.—r.: Rev. Ernst Stahlke, President, Minnesota District; Dr. W. A. Poehler, pres-j 
ident, Concordia College, St. Paul; “Princess” Erickson; Dr. Oswald Hoffmann, 
guest speaker; “Queen of the Lakes” Sharon Bigalke; “Princess” Olson; Rev. Wm. 
Buege, Minneapolis; Rev. Reuben Langhans; and Rev. Armin Deye of St. Paul. 


many important strides,’ commented 
Harry Barr, Fort Smith, Ark., chairman 
of the Lutheran Hour Operating Com- 
mittee. “These included expansion in 
Africa and South America and a grow- 
ing interest in the program here at 
home, as indicated by the increasing 
number of letters and comments Dr. 
Hoffmann has received. 

“As we enter the 26th season, we 
pray the Lord of the church to richly 
bless the messages which are preached 
on The Lutheran Hour so that many 
people who do not now know Christ 
will learn to love Him as their personal 
Savior,” he added. 

Other members of the Lutheran Hour 
Operating Committee are: Dr. Walter 
Schur, Oxford, Mass., vice-chairman; 
Harold Meyer, Fargo, N. Dak.; John 
Bleke, Fort Wayne; C. W. Loeber, 
Washington, D. C.; Col. Erwin A. 
Jones, Valparaiso, Ind.; A. W. Herr- 
mann, New Orleans, president of the 
Lutheran Laymen’s League, which 
sponsors The Lutheran Hour; Erwin 
A. Wesche, St. Louis; and Harold C. W. 
Bohlmann, St. Louis, 


Leaders Conference 
Set for Sept. 19—21 


Approximately 250 leaders of the 
Lutheran Laymen’s League’s 41 dis- 
tricts in the United States and Canada 
are expected to attend the annual 
Leaders Conference at the Statler Hotel 
in St. Louis, Sept. 19—21. Purpose of 
the conference is to acquaint the lead- 
ers with the latest information on the 
league program and to instruct them 
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in methods of putting the program intoc 
action in their respective districts. 
Men who will attend the conference 
include the district presidents, Lutherant 
Hour chairmen, membership chairmen.) 
club services chairmen, pastoral ad-. 
visers, members of the Board of Gov-: 
ernors, and the headquarters staff. 


Plenary sessions, at which Mr. Herr-- 
mann will preside, will be. held on: 
Friday and Saturday mornings and on: 
Sunday afternoon. Group sessions, di-- 
rected by members of the LLL staff, 
will be conducted on Friday and Satur-- 
day afternoons and on Sunday morning. 

Dr. Hoffmann will deliver the key-- 
note address at the opening session on) 
Friday morning. . 

On Saturday evening, Pastor Oldsen 
will address the fellowship banquet. . 
Sunday morning worship services will} 
be held at the new LLL headquarters. 
building now under construction at the: 
corner of Hampton and Elizabeth Ave- 
nues. Members of the conference have 
been invited to attend a Cardinal base- 
ball game on Friday evening. 

After the conference the leaders will 
be expected to share the information 
they have gained with 41 district 
boards, 350 zone organizations, 2,200 
Clubs, and ultimately with each of the 
102,000 members of the LLL. 


Carl Schalk, former Wausau, Wis., 
school teacher and newly appointed 
music director for the league, will be 
introduced at the conference. He will 
supervise production of the music for 
The Lutheran Hour and The Family 
Worship Hour. E. F.K3 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


AFTER 35 YEARS 


(Continued from page 7) 


And so at high noon to — Ambur! 
Driving up to the greatly enlarged hos- 
pital with all the buildings and Indian 
doctors’ residences, I could immedi- 
ately note the many changes on this 
compound. The original bungalow of 
1908 still houses a missionary. Space 
is also provided for the boys’ boarding 
with hostel, the large teachers’ train- 
ing school, the girls’ boarding, founded 
by me in 1921, the American doctor’s 
bungalow, the nurses’ bungalow, and 
above all, out in front, Immanuel 
Church, already over 30 years old. 

Miss Angela Rehwinkel, R. N., soon 
finishing her 37th year in India, bade 
me a hearty welcome and ‘began to 
show me around. In the afternoon 
Concordia High School held its annual 
field day. Next day I preached in both 
Tamil and English, assisted at a large 
Communion and some baptisms, had 
fea with the elders, and after dinner 
drove with the Grumms to Pernambut, 
where I began the work 45 years ago. 

Back in Ambur a big reception was 
held at the Kasbah Cheri after the 
weekly Wednesday vespers in the 
school-chapel, attended by some 400 
people. The address was read by 
a prominent member of the Panchayat 
(village council) who was not yet 
a Christian, but favorably inclined. 
Fully half of the Ambur congregation, 
numbering some 1,000 souls, live in 
this Cheri, where our first convert was 
baptized 50 years ago. 

My last three days I spent in Madras, 
which has been considerably beautified 
since I preached there in ’23. The city 
is well governed by Mayoress Cherian, 
a Christian lady related to the wife of 
Lutheran Bishop Manikam. 

‘After finishing travel arrangements 
I spent a few hours with Rev. J. Stein- 
hoff at the Lutheran Centre, where he, 
with the help of two pastors and oth- 
ers, supervises Sunday School by Mail, 
looks after the weekly Lutheran Hour 
broadcasts, producing four indigenous 
programs. He also conducts regular 
preaching services in six centers. 


In conclusion, India is making rapid 
strides, politically, economically, and, 
let us hope, also spiritually. But this 
immense country, with its tremendous 
problems, will need help, material and 
spiritual, for years to come. As our 
government is extending economic aid 
running into the millions ever since 
1951, may our church also stand by its 
daughter here in India with prayers and 
gifts of men and money. Yes, the Lu- 
theran Church, including our own, has, 
I believe, a great future in this key 
country of Asia. 
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Members of Synod are welcome to speak on subjects of their choice — synodical 
policies, practices, customs, issues of the day, and so forth. Opinions expressed in 
Pro and Con are not to be regarded as those of the WITNESs or of Synod. The Editors 
reserve the right to reject, print in full, or omit matters not pertinent. The debates will 
be terminated at the discretion of the Editors. 


Regimentation? 


A new custom, recently introduced 
in some churches, disturbs one of the 
essentials of public worship described 
when Scripture speaks of the services 
of the early Christians: “They con- 
tinued steadfastly . . . in fellowship” 
(Acts 2:42). I refer to the practice of 
marching the congregation out of the 
church at the end of the service. 

The people sit down, and the ushers 
come forward. The worshipers in the 
first pew receive a signal to rise. An- 
other sign gives them permission to 
leave. This is repeated pewful after 
pewful. The people walk out briskly, 
looking neither to the right nor to the 
left. Most of them go directly to their 
cars, without greeting friends, acquaint- 
ances, visitors, or prospects. 

I can understand that this regimen- 
tation may be necessary when two or 
three or even four Sunday services fol- 
low in close succession and the church 
must be emptied as quickly as possible. 
Even then the controlled exodus is re- 
grettable. But this custom is observed 
in some churches which have only one 
Sunday service or two widely separated 
services. 

Must we suppress all spontaneity? 
Must we abandon the social fellowship 
which was certainly found in the fam- 
ilylike worship meetings conducted by 
the apostles? 

Many pastors, I am sure, continually 
urge the members of their congrega- 
tions to introduce themselves to wor- 
shipers who sat in the same pew, to 
those who are walking out in the same 
aisle, and to those whom they see in 
the narthex or in front of the church. 

“They continued . . . in fellowship” 
certainly also included social friend- 
liness in connection with “the assem- 
bling of ourselves together” in the apos- 
tolic congregations. This present 
regimentation greatly reduces oppor- 
tunities for such contacts. 

Indiana 


C.G. 


Trend Toward Rome? 


In Pro and Con I read different 
opinions of fellow Lutherans. May 
I add something that troubles me? 

It is the Roman Catholic trend in 
our services. We know it is-not wrong 
to cross yourself, but why, when it is 
a Roman Catholic custom, do we see 
some of our pastors cross themselves? 
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They have been told how it disturbs the 
laity, but to no avail. 

The pastors who use the simple serv- 
ice generally are a joy to their parish- 
ioners. Thank God many pastors do. 

Some pastors even kiss the stole at 
the close of the service. How far is this 
going? 

It isn’t pleasant to be in a gathering 
and have someone say, “You Lutherans 
imitate the Roman Catholics more and 
more.” Mrs. MARIE MULLER 

Fort Wayne, Ind. 


“Good Sermon”? 


It must have been some years ago 
when Spurgeon was first quoted — and 
very likely out of context — for having 
said, on being complimented for his 
good preaching, “That’s exactly what 
the devil told me when I came down 
from the pulpit.” (See “Good Sermon”? 
July 15, 1958, WiTNEss, page 11.) 

When a faithful pastor leaves his 
pulpit in the conviction that the Lord 
had blessed his very best efforts of 
prayer, preparation, study, and delivery, 
he is bound to be thankful for such 
blessings. 

If then a consecrated worshiper has 
the same conviction and expresses it 
in the simple words “Good sermon,” 
that is not only right; it would be wrong 
and ungrateful to speak or think con- 
versely. 

Why should it be wrong for a wor- 
shiper to admit that the sermon made 
a favorable impression on him? Flat- 
tery? Of course, at times. But even the 
comment of the underprivileged is 
often the sincere expression of grati- 
tude. 

If the pastor feels that he is not 
deserving of such praise, let him go 
into seclusion and repent. But don’t 
tell a person that he is on the same 
footing with the devil because he might 
have the same conviction as the pastor. 

Why should a pastor hear the devil’s 
voice when he has done his very best 
in preaching the Law and the Gospel 
to the glory of God and for the salva- 
tion of man? Neither would it be be- 
coming for him to speak to his people 
about the devil when they try to ex- 
press themselves gratefully. Rather let 
the pastor look up, step up, reach up 
for greater strength and wisdom to 
preach even better sermons than good 
ones. (Matt. 25:14-30 and 34-40) 


Ottawa, II. H. OLDSEN 
19 


o a 


: os 2 


Let's Investigate ! 


om 


s 


Se Ce 


Romanism and Americanism 


The Roman Catholics Say: 


“Therefore, [Pius XII said] ‘if the 
future is to belong to democracy, an 
essential part of that achievement will 
have to belong to the religion of Christ 
and to the Church.’” [By “the Church” 
he means the Roman Catholic Church.] 


“What Does the Pope Think about Democ- 
racy?” (P.12 in “Is the Catholic Church out of 
Place Here?”’ No. 29, K. of C. Religious Informa- 
tion Bureau, St. Louis) 


“It is necessary for the defense 
of our democratic government,’ the 
[American] bishops declared, ‘that our 
people, from childhood to mature age, 
be better instructed in the true nature 
of democracy. A _ precise definition 
must be given to them both of democ- 
racy in the light of [Roman] Catholic 


“Methinks the lady doth protest 
too much.” This comment in a 
Shakespearean play regarding a 
guilty individual who protested her 
innocence does not seem inappro- 
priate about all the protests of the 
Roman Catholics that they favor 
democracy and Americanism. 


The record of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church speaks loudly. Even in 
the middle of long and involved ar- 
guments, often bringing only partial 
truth, it is evident that the protests 
in favor of democracy and Ameri- 
canism must be modified. Even when 
statements are brought from Ameri- 
can bishops of the Roman Catholic 
Church, these statements must be 
taken in the light of the pronounce- 
ments of the Roman pontiff, for his 
is the supreme voice in the Roman 
Catholic Church, also for the Ameri- 
can hierarchy. 

Nor is the Roman _ Catholic 
Church democratic in its nature. 
Pius XII asserts that the ecclesias- 
tical hierarchy has received its au- 
thority “from on high.” The clergy 
“have no account to render either 
to the people or to the civil power.” 
This removes any cause for the 
church to appeal to the people. He 
states that “the highest instance of 
appeal,” as to a court of last resort, 
“is never the community of the 
faithful.” 
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Comment 


truth and tradition and of the rights 
and duties of citizens in a representative 
republic such as our own.’” 


“What Do the Catholic Bishops in the U.S. A. 
Think About Democracy?’”’ No, 29, p. 16. (Italics 
added) 


“‘The [Roman] Catholic Church is 
extra-American, supra-national, begot- 
ten for all nations, not for America 
alone; its supreme Pontiff is extra- 
American, supra-national — a foreigner 
on no spot of earth’s surface, every- 
where at home, as the spiritual father 
of all tribes and of all peoples who 
seek divine truth from a universal God 
and a universal Saviour.’” (Quoted 
from Archbishop John Ireland in Ca- 
tholicism and Americanism, No. 29, 
p. 22) 


The Bishop of Rome has con- 
demned certain aspects of totalitari- 
anism and Communism. Pius XII 
has said some things that favored 
democracy. He is, however, wary of 
“the masses,” for he sees in them 
“the chief enemy of true democracy 
and of its ideals of freedom and 
equality.” 

The Roman Church has made 
a great number of pronouncements 
on the civil, social, and economic 
order. The bishops speak; the pope 
speaks. Much is said in such a way 
that a favorable impression is made. 
The church, more especially the 
pope as the chief ruler of the Roman 
Church, does not want to remain 
silent. 


Pius XI put it into these words: 
“For as to these, the deposit of truth 
that God committed to Us and the 
grave duty of disseminating and in- 
terpreting the whole moral law, and 
of urging it in season and out of 
season, bring under and subject to 
Our supreme jurisdiction not only 
social order but economic activities 
themselves.” 

Such a statement makes the Ro- 
man pope the final authority in the 
moral, social, economic, and also the 
civic sphere. Romanism is difficult 
to square with Americanism. 


Car S. MEYER 
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* Colloquy Applicants Attenc 


Seminary Summer School 


In 1956 Synod by resolution reon 
ganized the method for receiving mer 
into the ministry of our Synod by way 
of colloquy. The Committee on Coll 
quies was instructed that “only suck 
applicants shall be considered as hay 
received partial theological training it 
Synod’s institutions or who have re 
ceived full or partial training in insti’ 
tutions not affiliated with Synod.” (Syn: 
odical Handbook, 4.55b) 

For applicants with partial theolog 
ical training, provisions have now beer 
made that by means of correspondence 
school courses and the summer school: 
applicants may achieve a “satisfactory 
completion of a well-rounded and coma 
prehensive training in all major fieldd 
of theology,” Synodical Handbook‘ 
4.61c2. The Committee on Colloquies 
has set up academic requirements i 
theology, which must be met by the 
applicants if they are to be duly pre- 
pared for the ministry. 

Applicants with full standard theo+ 
logical training, Synod has said, are to 
“be held to an acceptable minimum of! 
academic work in residence at one ofi 
the seminaries of Synod,” so that they) 
may become fully acquainted with thes 
doctrinal standards of Synod and its: 
practice. (Synodical Handbook, 4.63) ) 

The new regulations have now beenr 
fully introduced. A number of parti-. 
ally theologically trained men have en-. 
rolled in the correspondence school! 
and are attending summer school ses-. 
sions every year to prepare for the: 
pastoral ministry. Others have received: 
a full theological training in institutions: 
of churches not in fellowship with our) 
Synod and are attending summer school 
to meet the requirement of the collo- 
quy program. Some of them have also 
enrolled in the correspondence school. 

This summer eight applicants at- 
tended summer school, four of them 
pastors who have received a full theo- 
logical training elsewhere. All expressed 
their great satisfaction at the oppor- 
tunity offered them in the summer- 
school courses for closer acquaintance- 
ship with our doctrine and practice. 

Some applicants for the colloquy 
program have attended regular semi- 
nary courses for a quarter or two in 
St. Louis or in Springfield. 

Since the synodical convention in 
1956, ten pastors have been received 
into the ministry of our Synod by way 
of colloquy, and fifteen applicants are 
at work to complete the prescribed 
program. Synod has said: “Five years 
of combined college and seminary edu- 
cation, or their equivalent, and a year 
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of supervised vicarage shall be con- 
sidered the quantitative minima for 
admission to the pastoral ministry by 
colloquy.” (Synodical Handbook, 
4.61b) 

The direction of this work has been 
assigned to a Committee on Colloquies, 
which consists of one of the Vice-Presi- 
dents of Synod as chairman and execu- 
tive, and the presidents of our two 
theological seminaries. 

H. A. Harms 


District Conventions 


Eastern 
June 23—26, Angola, N.Y. 


Consolidation of positions achieved 
rather than dramatic advance character- 
ized the Eastern District’s 74th conven- 
tion. The Mission and Church Exten- 
sion boards reported spirited progress 
in building church facilities for many 
of the 25 subsidized mission stations. 

Led by lay missionary Harry Kuhlow, 
the campaign for Church Extension 
funds netted a third of a million dollars 
in loans from individuals and congre- 
gations. Mr. Kuhlow also surveyed 
numerous fields, in several of which 
property for church work was bought. 

In 24 Christian day schools, 77 teach- 
ers instruct 1,753 pupils, a 26% enroll- 
ment increase in five years. Five areas 
contemplate opening schools. 

Problems of recruitment received due 
emphasis. The “Indigent Student Fund” 
has become the “Church Service Schol- 
arship Fund” to encourage application 
from qualified young people who desire 
to prepare for a life of service in the 
church. WALTER H. KOENIG 


Atlantic 
June 23—26, Bronxville, N.Y. 


Because of their union with Christ, 
Christians are not only “near” one an- 
other or “together,” Dr. Richard R. 
Caemmerer said in his essay on “The 
Body of Christ”; they are “actually 
‘oined to one another” through faith. 

The reception of 11 congregations, 
14 pastors, and 8 teachers reflected the 
onening of 27 missions since 1955 and 
entry into seven fields this year. 

A full-time counselor, who is to be 
responsible to the Board of Directors 
and the Stewardship Committee, will 
assist congregations in fund-raising 
efforts. Commitments to the work of 
the District and Synod have been made 
by 64% of the congregations. 

The convention created a_ District 
Commission on Fraternal Organiza- 
tions; declined a memorial to form 
a new synodical District in New Eng- 
land; petitioned Synod to establish 
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a four-year teacher-training program 
at Bronxville; and asked President 
Rippe to register objection to compul- 
sory attendance at the “Cadet Service” 
of the West Point U.S. Military Acad- 
emy. RupDoLPH H. HarmM 


English 
June 24—27, Fort Wayne, Ind. 


After four years of administration by 
its Board of Directors the English Dis- 
trict will reduce the number of directors 
from 18 to 9, limit the tenure to two 
three-year terms, and restrict member- 
ship to candidates from unsubsidized 
parishes. 

Controls were placed on policies and 
procedures of the Mission Board. 
A President’s committee will study pro- 
cedures and policies of all boards. Un- 
less the Board of Directors authorizes 
a larger amount, a church-building-and- 
equipment ceiling of $125,000 will 
apply to Church Extension Fund bene- 
ficiaries. 

Two new visitation circuits were 
created, Arizona dividing from South- 
ern California, Akron from the Cleve- 
land area. Steps were taken toward 
forming a Canadian Circuit. 

The convention memorialized the 
1959 synodical convention to establish 
a junior college to replace the one dis- 
continued in the Central District when 
Concordia Senior College was built. 

Another resolution urged Synod to 
“make every effort to remove any ob- 
stacles preventing our immediate par- 
ticipation in the Lutheran World Fed- 
eration and to implement the same with 
positive action.” 

ROGER L. SOMMER 


Alberta and British Columbia 
July 1—4, Edmonton, Alta. 


“The business of this convention is 
to see that the Gospel is so proclaimed 
that all may hear, that al] must hear,” 
President Carl F. Baase asserted. 

The report of the Mission Committee 
was given in a panel discussion, includ- 
ing laymen. To conserve manpower 
and to facilitate operations, the con- 
vention urged long-range planning in 
the development of new missions and 
called for realignment of stations. 

For 1958 the District’s tentative 
budget was set at $228,000, an 8.8% 
increase over the current total. 

Construction of a new library for the 
Edmonton Concordia is to be started 
this fall. 

Prof. Albert R. Riep, member of the 
school’s faculty, presented the doctrinal 
essay on “Holy Baptism a Powerful 
Means of Grace Entrusted to the 
Church.” HERBERT S. Fox 
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Oldest Pastor in English District 


Veteran Preaches for 
District Convention 


Rev. William Czamanske, who will 
be 85 years old on August 26, was one 
of the three “fathers” of the English 
District chosen to give the matin ad- 
dresses at the sessions conducted in 
Kramer Chapel of the Senior College. 

The conclusion of his sermon on the 
text, “Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, 
quit you like men, be strong. Let all 
your things be done with charity,” was 
his own poetic paraphrase: 


“Watch ye,” the trumpet rings 
With no uncertain sound, 

Lest we forget to watch and pray 
When dangers gather round. 
“Stand fast, be firm in faith,” 
Cast every care away; 

For Christ will help you overcome 
And hold the foe at bay. 


“Quit you like men, be strong!” 

Let not your courage fail. 

Against His church the gates of hell 
Shall nevermore prevail. 

“Let all your things be done 

In love” for Him who died, 

That He alone may have the praise 
And God be glorified. 


“Pastor Czamanske has rhythm in 
his old frame, preaches a well-organized 
sermon from a peerless text, sums up 
with his own poetry, and goes out in 
the lobby of the convention to mingle 
with the young chaps, swapping stories. 
His legs are tolerable and his muse un- 
abated. He came back to his 31st con- 
secutive convention,” reports the Eng- 
lish District Edition. 

Sixty years ago on July 30 he was 
ordained at Madelia, Minn. He served 
St. Mark’s Congregation in Sheboygan, 
Wis., from 1910 until his retirement in 
1951. Only three years ago he was 
doing missionary work for the church 
in the Panama Canal Zone. 

The other two veteran pastors who 
gave matin sermons were Rev. Fred- 
erick C. Proehl of Milwaukee and Rev. 
Richard Jesse, Sr., of Detroit. 


21 


Recordings presented by Edwin C. Sie- 
ber (right) to President Stuenkel (ceén- 
ter) and President Behnken. 


Choral Festival Albums 
Released at Milwaukee 


High-fidelity recordings of the third 
annual Lutheran Intercollegiate Choral 
Festival were released on July 25 by 
the Milwaukee Planning Committee, 
which sponsored the festival. 

Pressings were made by RCA-Victor 
in Chicago, “under what the RCA engi- 
neers term the strictest and most exact- 
ing kind of demands,” writes Oliver 
C. Rupprecht, professor at Concordia 
College, Milwaukee. 

“Professional critics and technicians,” 
he said, “have made a test run of the 
Choral Festival recordings and declared 
them to have captured all the brilliance 
and power of the singing of the 500 
voices at the festival concert. 

“Four hundred orders mailed from 
16 states have come from people look- 
ing for faith-strengthening music for 
use in home, church, and school,” Pro- 
fessor Rupprecht said. 

The set of two high-fidelity LP 
Choral Festival recordings, which sell 
at $8 per set, may be ordered from the 
Milwaukee Planning Committee, Con- 
cordia College, Milwaukee 8, Wis. 

Leaders and directors participating 
in the choral presentations this year 
were Profs. Victor Hildner, Fred L. 
Precht, M. Alfred Bichsel, James Engel, 
William B. Heyne, Herbert Nuechter- 
lein, and Harold Otte. 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 
Ordained: CANDIDATES 


Dueker, Arthur C., Apostles, Melrose Park, IIL, 
by Wm. L. Bartling, July 6. 

Lapp, Orlen W., St. John (Gasline), Port Col- 
borne, Ont., by Theodore A. Schulze, July 6. 

Moldenhauer, Erwin A., St. John, Berlin, Wis., 
by Arthur M. Schedler, June 29. 

Partilla, A. Richard, St. Matthew (Slovak), 

by Stephen Tuhy, 


Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 
June 29. 

Pflug, Ernst R., Apostles, Melrose Park, IIl., 
by Wm. L. Bartling, July 6. 

Robinson, Jack T., First Lutheran, Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn., by Herman Scherer, July 13. 

Rohlfing, Martin H., Bethany, Detroit, Mich., 
by Oswald G. L. Riess, June 29. 

Spree, Floyd, Trinity, Freistatt, Mo., by W. J. 
Stelling, June 29. 

Strickert, Robert H., St.Paul, Jackson, Mo., 
by Henry J. Strickert, July 13. 


7p! 


Zimbrick, Edward C., Trinity, Alamogordo, 
N. Mex., by E. W. Zimbrick, July 20. 


Ordained and Installed: 
Bittner, Paul E., St. John, Desboro, and Saint 


Paul, Marmion, Ont., Canada, by R. E. 
Scholz, July 13. : 
Boeche, Harold A., Resurrection, Coronado, 


Calif., by Paul A. Hilgendorf, Sr., July 6. 

Boegl, Sigmund, Trinity, Rangely, Colo., by 
M. F. Scheel, July 13. ; 

Collier, John S., St. Paul, Oak Hill, N. Y., by 
Harold B. Roemer, July 13. 

Ginkel, Donald F., Trinity, Creston, Iowa, by 
Geo. A. W. Vogel, July 6. ; i 
Haertling, Daniel C., Trinity, Glidden, Wis., 

by Christian B. C. Oesleby, July 20. 

Heins, John L., Faith, Grand Blanc, Mich., by 
Hugo O. Ferber, July 20. 

Hill, Frank A., St. John, Ireton, Iowa, by Au- 
gust O. Bleeke, July 13. 

Johnson, Daryl, St. John, 
Albert F. Jesse, July 6. : : 

Knepper, Theodore C., Our Savior, Indian 
Head, Md., by Pres. Wm. H. Kohn, July 20. 

Kolb, Donald F., Immanuel, Odebolt, Iowa, 
by Marvin F. Hinrichs, July 20. , 

Lubkeman, William H., Immanuel, Guthrie 
Center, Iowa, by L. G. Gabbert, July 13. 

Mueller, Gilbert, St. John, Beach Corner, and 
Peace, Spruce Grove, Alta., Canada, by 
John Karlen, July 6. 

Pittelko, Roger D., St. John, New Orleans, La., 
by Elmer H. Pittelko, July 6. 

Rabe, Walter G., St. Paul, Schaller, Iowa, by 
Marvin F. Hinrichs, July 13. 

Redeker, William N., as missionary in Los 
Gatos, Calif., by Paul H. D. Lang, July 6. 
Reinhardt, Ronald A., Faith, Huntsville, Tex., 

by Albert F. Jesse, July 6. 

Reinheimer, Daniel, as missionary in Fair- 
field, Conn., at Luther Memorial, Shore- 
wood, Wis., by L. W. Brandt, June 22. 

Renner, Martin H., Immanuel, Butte, Nebr., 
and Trinity, Fairfax, S. Dak., by John 
H. Rath, July 20. 

Schroeder, Albert H., Hope, Jerseyville, IIL, 
by Arthur O. Kaul, July 6. 

Schroeder, Paul R., Faith (Godfrey), Alton, 
Ill., by Alfred Schroeder, July 13. 

Schudde, Albert L., St. John, Tampa, and 
Trinity, Durham, Kans., by J. Einar Bach, 
July 13. 

Snow, Edward E., Bethlehem, Clements, and 
Trinity, Sanborn, Minn., by E. A. Klemp, 
July 13. 

Taddey, Martin R., Trinity, Pecos, Tex., 
July 6, and Faith, Fort Stockton, Tex., 
July 13, by P. W. Heckmann. 

Timmermann, Howard, St. Paul, Colby, and 
St. Luke, Unity, Wis., by F. H. Sprengler, 
July 20. 

Ude, Donald E., St. John, Cypress, and Trinity, 
Neudorf, Tex., by Elmer Ude, July 6. 

Walker, David F., St. Peter, Woolstock, Iowa, 
by P. M. Moll, July 6. 

Weber, William, missionary in Westhampton, 
-I, N.Y., at Zion, Bridgeport, Conn., by 
Paul G. Prokopy, July 13. 

Wegener, Kenneth, St. John, Pleasant Plains, 
and Immanuel, Farmingdale, Ill., by A. J. 
Bueltmann, July 20. 

Wolff, Robert P., St. John, Wellsburg, Iowa, by 
J. C. Zimmermann, and Christ, Gladbrook, 
Iowa, by C. G. Meyer, July 13. 


PASTORS 


Lincoln, Tex., by 


Installed: 


Albers, Victor, as Exec. Sec. of Missions and 
Church Extension for the Atl. Dist., in Con- 
cordia, Bronxville, N.Y., by Pres. H. J. 
Rippe, June 25. 

Bergt, Robert, asst., Concordia, Maplewood, 
Mo., by William E. Goerss, July 13. 

Fingerlin, Henry F., asst., Immanuel, Colo- 
rado Springs, Colo., by Walter A. Enge, 
July 13. 

Graef, Herman, Bethlehem (Deaf), 

Nebr., by H. R. Brase, July 20. 

Homp, Gerald A., St. John, Mattoon, Wis., by 
Markus Berndt, July 20. 

Kaiser, Edgar P., St. Paul, Ogden, Utah, by 
D. W. Balster, July 13. 

Kasten, Horst H., Trinity, Paw Paw, Mich., 
by Theo. Laesch, July 6. 

Kluck, Herbert L., asst., Zion, Anaheim, Calif., 
by E. W. Matthias, July 13. 

Kolch, Paul E., Our Savior, St. Matthew, Ky., 
by Oscar A. Schedler, July 6. 

Kriesel, Karl A., Zion, Mora, Minn., by A. W. 
Roegge, July 6. 

Krueger, Frederick H., St. John, Auburndale, 
and Immanuel, Arpin, Wis., by G. M. Krue- 
ger, July 6. 

Leidholdt, James, Immanuel, Appleton, and 
Trinity, Alberta, Minn., by Reuben Meiss- 
ner, July 13. 

McMurdie, William F., St. James, Imperial 
Beach, Calif., by Paul A. Hilgendorf, Sr., 
July 6. 

Meyer, Louis, Exec. Sec. of Stewardship and 
Evangelism for the Atl. Dist., in Concordia, 
Pe: N. Y., by Pres. H. J. Rippe, 

une 25. 


Omaha, 
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Moldenhauer, Erwin A., Immanuel, Readlyl 
(Klinger), Iowa, by W. A. Ave-Lalleman 

Ate es John G., Grace, Evansville, Ind., k 
E. G. Dobelstein, July 6. 

Napier, Carl, Concordia, Jackson, Tenn., I 
Paul Ph. Spitz, July 13. 

Newton, William E., Christ, Augusta, Kans 
by Albert C. Schroeder, July 6. 

Robinson, Jack T., St. John, Russellville, Ark 
by E. W. Callies, July 20. 

Schabacker, Theo., as student pastor at Cob 

Boulder, Colo., by M. E. Maye 


Schlecht, Otto, as missionary_in Guatemas 
City, Guatemala, C.A., by Robert Hoefex 
kamp, June 29. é 

Schmidt, Raymond D., King of Kings, Moun 
tain Lakes, N.J., by Hans A. Voss, July | 

Slovak, Martin, St. John, Peru, Ind., by A. IJ 
Gallmeier, July 6. | 

Unger, Ralph E., St. Michael, Rogers Citi 
Mich., by Harold Held, July 13. 


S 
Installed: trac 


Aufdemberge, Cand. Richard, St. Peter, Lake 
field, Minn., by Fred A. Kolander, July 
Beussmann, Dennis A., St. John, Chaskk 

Minn., by Otto E. Kohn, July 13. 
Dietrich, Cand. Clifford A., St.John, Waltl 
Mich., by Merle G. Lutz, July 13. 
House, Joseph A., Trinity, Boone, Iowa, E| 
Martin L. Seltz, June 29. 
Krause, Edward B., Trinity, Hanover, Kana 
by Aug. Pera, July 6. a 
Marquardt, Leonard M., Trinity, Billing: 
Mont., by Pres. Paul M. Freiburger, July 11 

Meyerhoff, Herman, St. James, Imperial Beack 
Calif., by Wm. F. McMurdie, July 13. 

Moll, George H., St. Mark the Evangelist, Saini 
Clair Shores, Mich., by Carl G. M. Steine« 
July 13. 

Peter, Victor, Trinity, Grand Island, Neb» 
by O. A. Graebner, July 6. 

Roth, Edgar N., St. Paul, Milford, Ill., by Caz 
H. Fruendt, July 20. 

Zimmermann, Lester, St. Martin, Clintonvill| 
Wis., by Markus Berndt, July 13. 


Official Notices 


Pastors William Diehl of Sacramento, Caliti 
and Albert Kurtz, Sr., of Los Altos, Calif., « 
their request have been reinstated into th 
ministry of The Lutheran Church — Missout 
Synod and are herewith declared eligible fd 
a call. — ArtHurR C. Nivz, President, Californi 
and Nevada District. 


Lawrence R. Rast, instructor at Concordil 
Teachers College, River Forest, and Curt" 
A. Hotlen, member of St. Paul’s Luthera: 
Church, Oak Lawn, IIl., request a colloqm 
for the teaching profession of The Lutherai 
Church — Missouri Synod.— A. H. WErRFEE 
MANN, President, Northern Illinois District. 


Robert T. Nickelsburg, a member of. th 
staff of Lutheran High School, Houston, Tex 
has presented himself for a colloquy for thi 
status of a Lutheran teacher in The Lutherax 
Church — Missouri Synod. 

The colloquy Committee of the faculty o 
Concordia Teachers College, Seward Nebn 
herewith declares that Robert T. Nickelsbur 
has shown a satisfactory understanding of thi 
doctrine and practice of The Lutheran Chure\ 
— Missouri Synod. He posseses the requisiti 
training for the teaching profession in thi 
church and is entitled to the status of a Lu 
theran teacher. — Paut A. ZIMMERMAN, Presi 
dent; Raymonp Sursurc; Cart T. BRANDHORSE 
L. G. BickeL, Secretary. 


Nominations 


For Professor of Church History : 
and Practical Subjects 
Concordia Seminary, Porto Alegre, Brazil 


Rev. Walter G. Kunstmann, Ph.D., by Sain 
Paul, Porto Alegre; St.Paul, Novo Ham) 
burgo; Immanuel, Arroio da Bicax; St. Pau: 
Serra Grande; Immanuel, Gambelo; Zion 
Santo Angelo; St. Matthew, Sapiranga; Zion 
Ararica; Peace, Campo Bom; { 

Rev. George J. Miiller: St. John, Erechim 
St. Paul, Toropi; St. Peter, Guassopi; Sain 
John, Sao Pedro, Pelotas; Christ, Sant. 
Coleta; 

Rev. Arnaldo J. Schmidt: Conventos Congre! 
gation; Zion, Ajuricaba; Trinity, Povoad: 
Machado; 

Prof. Martin W. Flor: Peace, Irati; St. John 
Barra do Ariranha; Concordia, Gramado 

Rev. Theodore Reuter; Christ, Niteroi; Christ 

- Redeemer, Canela; 
ev. Elmer Reimnitz: St. Luke, Olney, Tex. 
St. Paul, Falls City, Nebr.; immanill Di 
mock, S.Dak.; St.Paul, Bertrand, Nebr. 
Trinity, Scribner, Nebr.; 

Rev. Joao Winterle: St. John, Linha Sao Joao 
Canela; 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES: 


tev. Rodolfo A. Warth: Redeemer, Quatro 
Irmaos; 

tev. Edgard A. Krieser: Ascension, Imbituva; 
St. John, Passo de Santa Ana; 

tev. Donaldo Schueler: Zion, Getulio Vargas; 

jr. Roberto Seide: Immanuel, Hulha Negra. 


Additional recommendations and statements 
f ‘qualifications of any of these nominees, or 
bjections to any nominee, with reason there- 
or, should be filed with the undersigned 
yvithin 30 days of the appearance of this 
otice. — Cantos H. Warru, Secretary, Board 
f Control _ (Theological Department), Con- 
ordia Seminary, Porto Alegre, Brazil 


Call for Nominations 


The Board of Control of St. John’s College, 
Vinfield, Kans., with the approval of the 
soard for Higher Education, herewith invites 
li congregations and others entitled to do so 
9 nominate candidates for the office of presi- 
ent to succeed Dr. Carl S. Mundinger. 
_Candidates must possess the necessary qual- 
ications to serve as spiritual, academic, and 
dministrative head of this school, executive 
fficer of the Board of Control, spiritual ad- 
iser to the students, and to perform such 
uties of this office as are outlined in the syn- 
dical Handbook. 

Nominations together with statements of 
ualifications for these candidates should be 
ent to the undersigned by October 15, 1958. — 
EV. Leo J. Fenske, Secretary, 707 West Evans, 
ueblo, Colo. 


. , Changes of Address 
astors: 


Frinke, Andrew J. H., 8 Mather Ave., 
Broomall, Pa. 

Geerdes, Bernard, 6811 Sunset, Cleve- 
land 31, Ohio 

Glock, Albert E., 1117 N. Lombard Ave., 
Oak Park, IIl. 

Heinemeier, James T., 73 Park Ave., 
Thompsonville, Conn. 

“Herman, Don O., 16 Pinecrest St., Placer- 
ville, Calif. 

Hilgendorf, Chap. Paul A., Jr., U.S. Marine 
Corps Air Sta., El Toro, Santa Ana, Calif. 

Jagow, Frederick, Medina, Misamis Or., P. I. 

Jeske, Reno H., em., 457 W. 46th St., Los 
Angeles 37, Calif. 

Kaiser, Oscar F., em., 304 Oakwood Blvd., 
W., Redwood City, Calif. 

Kuegele, Martin F., em., 609 S. Main St., 
Perryville, Mo. 

Landeck, Robert L., 7659 Alan Parkway, 
Cleveland 30, Ohio 

Mahler, Kenneth, 295 Pine St., S. Wey- 
mouth 90, Mass. 

oo Earl P., 1203 Dubuque, Sioux City 5, 
owa 

Miller, La Mar. Office: 6001 Loveland. 
ao: 6420 Colmar Ave., Bell Gardens, 
Calif. 

Moll, Walter H., Jr., St. John Lutheran 
Church, R.6, Omaha 12, Nebr. 

Noske, Ferdinand H., 509 Latham Dr., New- 
port News, Va. 

Reuter, Emil H., em., 203 S. Arnaz Dr., 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Scharrer, John, 39 Wellington St., Apt. 304, 
St. Thomas, Ont., Canada 

Scheimann, Richard, 702 Lincolnway, Val- 
paraiso, Ind. ; 

Schemm, Milton, 909 Vine St., St. Clair, 


Mich. 
Schroeder, Albert F., 804 “G’’ Ave., Central 
City, Nebr. : 
Schulze, Theodore, 140 Russell Ave., Saint 
Catharines, Ont., Canada 

Shiley, Loren J., 57 Washington St., North 
Tonawanda, N. Y. 

Stein, Fred C., 415 E. Dolman, St. Joseph, 


Mo. 

Stoeppelwerth, Walter W., 504 N. Wilson, 
Oberlin, Kans. 

Stuempfig, Ewald L., 1027 West Parker, 
Waterloo, Iowa 

Timmermann, Howard A., R.2, Box 211, 
Colby, Wis. 


eachers: 
Ansorge, Herman, em., 1300 East 2d St., 


Centralia, Ill. : 
Bethke, Theo. R., 4415 Marathon, Austin 5, 
Te 


x. 
Doering, W. O., Sr., 1539 Sue Barnett, Hous- 


Calif. 

Firnhaber, Stuart F., 2634 S. Humboldt, 
Denver 5, Colo. 

Gotsch, Herbert, 604 Beloit Ave., Forest 


Park, Il. 
Hauer, Walter O., 6225 West Catalpa Ave., 
Chicago 30, Ill. 

Mueller, Hans C., 1130 Eastern, N. E., Grand 
Rapids 5, Mich. : 
Quade, James A., 70215 N. Sergeant, Joplin, 

Mo. 


UGUST 26, 1958 


Our Venture of Faith 


February 1 to August 1, 1958 


Contributed by the Districts of Synod 
Alberta and British Col. _. $ 24,683.68 


(Atlantic: tmersem tee es eds 223,763.29 
California and Nevada __. 142,500.00 
@entral, See ee 479,881.26 
Centrale llinots 193,662.11 
Colorado 90,156.89 
Eastern 132,328.21 
English 334,898.52 
Florida-Georgia _._.____. 40,323.27 
Iowa East 118,029.63 
Iowa West Z 220,063.00 
Wanrsass eae eee J AP 164,902.77 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan 21,005.83 
Michio anu eee ee $05,207.37 
Minnesotas == 489,619.17 
Miontanal ste ee oes ee) 14,726.29 
INorth’ Dakotas = mm 73,605.22 
INOnthe Wisconsin mess 216,248.18 
Norther llimois; 2 411,279.26 
Northern Nebraska 110,637.73 
INOETAWES tees ee eee ss 127,160.68 
Oklanoniae sees 59,278.23 
Ontaniom 2st we tS 69,999.98 
Souths Dakotapess =e eee 71,088.57 
South Wisconsin __......-__- 266,237.05 
Southeastern 22 136,000.00 
SOutherny see es 52,500.00 
Southern California _._. 130,000.00 
Southern MWlinois 119,592.02 
Southern Nebraska _ 128,695.95 
A OXAS pee epee ee: eee ee 150,000.00 
WV eStart masse es ee See 398,522.62 


$5,716.596.78 


Required Feb. 1—Aug. 1 _. $8,000,000.00 
Received Feb. 1—Aug. 1 5,804,584.88 


$2,195,415.12 
Cnas. E. GROERICH, Assistant Treasurer 


The Outlook at Midyear 


Receipts for the first six months: 


Etat eee $5,804,585 
iI if ere eene 5,067,285 
Grain geet = $ 737,000 (14.6% ) 


The rate of increase has dropped 
1.7% from the 16.3% gain recorded 
at the end of five months. In dollars 
and cents, the 14.6% increase, if con- 
tinued, would yield total receipts of 
$14,500,000 for 1958 — $1,500,000 
short of the $16,000,000 goal. 


(407) 


What does this situation mean for your 
program of Kingdom work? 


1. It does not mean that our two 
seminaries, our two teachers colleges, 
our senior college, and our 13 junior 
colleges will not continue to function. 
They will. All recently erected build- 
ings are paid for. There will be suf- 
ficient funds for salaries and running 
expenses. 


2. But it could mean at these educa- 
tional institutions there will be avail- 
able less room than is needed for stu- 
dents preparing to be full-time church 
workers. We need many more preach- 
ers and teachers, for we now have about 
350 vacant pulpits and several thousand 
classrooms without fully trained teach- 
ers. If receipts for 1958 should fall 
$1,500,000 short of the $16,000,000 
goal, we would be forced to make cut- 
backs, and these institutions could not 
expand. The eventual result would be 
more and more vacancies, because addi- 
tional workers could not be trained. 


3. What further cutbacks in Hong 
Kong, Japan, India, New Guinea, and 
other places would mean for people re- 
deemed by Christ will be told in the 
September 23, 1958, WITNESS. 


Tens of thousands of our people, we 
know, have given gladly and are giving 
gladly for Jesus’ sake, that God’s plan 
of salvation for men everywhere may 
be made known and that through the 
Gospel, God’s Spirit may do His work 
in unconverted hearts. 

All our people — and particularly 
those who can give and have given little 
or nothing — should know that a con- 
tinued shortage in the church’s mission 
and education treasuries would keep the 
church from moving forward. In time 
it could mean fewer pastors and teach- 
ers and less Gospel preaching and 
teaching to men who need Christ. 

Your regular offering given now, 
given by every child of God in our 
midst before the end of 1958, will make 
a momentous difference. The service 
of Christ will be extended to more 
churches, more schools, and - more 
people. Please read the September 23 
LUTHERAN WITNESS. 

May the love of Christ constrain you 
to consider prayerfully the unmet needs 
of His church. 

ARNOLD H. GRUMM 
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NEW CALENDAR 
DESK PEN SET 


Elegant but not expensive. 


black plastic desk 


Jet- 
set includes 


MODERN BOOK ENDS 


Striking! These handsome book ends will set off the most select group 
of books. Solid mahogany and a contrasting oak cross give a three- 
dimensional effect. The cross measures 24 in. and is Y in. deep. 
Over-all size, 56 in. Gift-boxed. 


$3.95 No. 45W1164 — Light finish __ $3.95 


No. 45W1118 — Ebony finish 


SOLID BRASS CROSS 


Impressive yet simple! — a solid-brass 
cross with soft-satin lacquered finish. 
Will blend with the decor of any 
home. Measures 121% in. long, 63% 
in. wide, and 1% in. deep. Face of 
cross is 4 in. thick. Packaged in dis- 
tinctive gilt gift box. 


brass-trimmed ball-point pen (using 
standard refill) and perpetual cal- 
endar which indicates day, date, 


No. 45W5541 


$5.00 


and month 
in. 


PEN AND PENCIL “SLIM SET” 


New extra-slim-style ball-point pen-and-pencil set. 
the red cap. Scripture text in gold on white barrel of each piece. Pen 
uses standard refill. Attractive plastic gift box. 


No. 69W1046 


. Base measure, 4X6 


Gold-and-black gift box. 
No. 69W1049 


Order through 


Bright-gold trim on 


Suans ceeds ivod cepeeteehaeee tease 3.25 


your Church Office or directly on coupon below: 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
3558 S. Jefferson Avenue 
St. Louis 18, Missouri 


Please send 


No 


No. 


No 


No 


No 


me: 


-45W1118, 


-45W1164, 


- 69W1049, 


- 69W 1046, 


-45W5541, 


Modern Book Ends, 
ebony finish, @ $3.95 


Modern Book Ends, 
light finish, @ $3.95 


New Calendar Desk Pen 
Set, @ $3.95 


Pen and Pencil ‘Slim 
Set,"" @ $1.25 


Solid Brass Cross, @ 5.00 


| enclose $ 


(To cover partial cost of postage — please 
add 5 cents to each dollar of your order.) 


Name 


Address 


City. Zone_ State 


